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"IT DIDN'T HURT" 


Have you ever watched a small boy 
reluctantly wending his way to the 
dentist? With bravery at a rather low 
ebb he bolsters his sinking courage by 
counting the number of blocks still 
left until he reaches his destination. 
Then there are a number of houses 
still to be passed and two flights of 
stairs to climb and a few remarks to 
be exchanged with the dentist before 
the final crucial event is to be actually 
faced. The extraction and other pain- 
ful measures weathered, the boy will 
dash back and boast to all his friends: 
“I wasn’t afraid either, and it didn’t 
hurt a bit.” From then on there will 
be the additional glory of a missing 
tooth to exhibit before an admiring 
adolescent audience. 


One couldn’t help thinking of such 
a small boy while discussing current 
developments with Communist adher- 
ents. Day after day their courage and 
presence of mind diminished as news 
came, in what seemed to be a pain- 
fully slow trickle, of the rapproche- 
ment between Russia and Nazi Ger- 
many. Sensing the unpleasant and 
unavoidable denouement, they mental- 
ly continued to postpone the final 
reckoning and conclusion. Almost hys- 
terically they argued day after day 
and sought to postpone the final in- 
evitability of facing the barren truth. 
“But it is only a trade agreement. 
Talk of a treaty is a capitalist lie’, they 
said one day. “Wait”, they said the 
following day, “the non-aggression 
ay has not yet been signed”. We 
nished the discussion and went out- 
side to find the early morning edi- 
tions announcing the signing of the 
treaty. 


Then came a respite, the flights of 
stairs to climb, the treaty had not yet 
been ratified. Slowly and wearily they 
climbed the last flight clinging hope- 
fully to every passing minute; perhaps 
some miracle will occur and undo, or 
at least delay, the dreaded moment. 


But no miracle occurred. The Soviet- 
Nazi pact was ratified. The great blow 
for peace—as the Communists refer 
to the pact—was struck, and was fol- 
lowed by war within a few hours. 


Those Communists who remained 
with their party now go about boast- 
ing that it didn’t hurt at all and they 
proudly exhibit for all admirers to 
see the great cavity where collective 
security, the fight against fascism and 
love for democracy previously lodged. 


* * * 


Why be concerned about Com- 
munist antics? Because among Jews 
they present a special problem. What- 
ever the correct historical explanation, 
there remains the fact that Jews ex- 
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hibit a special aptitude for prolonged 
and devoted faith that flies in the 
face of reality and cold truth. There 
are historical experiences on which to 
base such a conclusion. The seven- 
teenth century would-be redeemer 
Sabbatai Zevi rallied his persecuted 
coreligionists with the promise of re- 
demption and return to Palestine. 
When the Turkish Sultan imprisoned 
him and forced the ‘‘Messiah’”’ to em- 
brace Mohamedanism, many of his 
followers remained undaunted in their 
faith. It is a strategic move on his 
part, they said, to ensnare the Sultan. 
This seventeenth century alibi sounds 
almost like a paraphrase of latter day 
Stalinists’ arguments in justification of 
the present “non-aggression” ma- 
neuvre of Soviet Russia. 


And to this day, nearly three hun- 
dred years later, there are still some 
small remnants of the Sabbatai Zevi 
movement which are convinced that 
he was a true savior. 


We live in a period which has a 
tendency to produce religious move- 


ments. The rationalism and the “sd- 
entific approach” of the nineteenth 
century, which was also such an im- 
portant foundation of the revolution- 
arty labor ideology, has met with but 
little success in the twentieth. Belief 
is being substituted for doubting; de- 
votion superseeds ahalysis. Under the 
specific conditions of persecution and 
discrimination to which Jews are sub- 
jected in such a great part of the 
world, this tendency may gain momen- 
tum even more rapidly than among 
others. 


The future of the Stalinist form of 
government and of its adherents out- 
side of Russia will be settled in the in- 
ternational arena of conflicting forces 
and ideologies. But for generations 
to come we may be confronted with 
the problem of the existence within 
the Jewish people of a new “Com- 
munist Sabbatai Zevi’” sect clinging 
with blind faith and devotion to the 
memory of devious maneuvres of the 
would-be savior Djugashvili. 

S. K. 








\| 


THE 


[' 

tl 
foret 
is no 
mani 
Espe 
and | 
bloo 
secut 
soon 
that 

subje 
dicta 
peris 
whet 
had 

foun 
mank 
man 
the s 
from 
the | 
ting 

and | 
ent 
deve 
were 
relie 
has | 
prob 
been 


fror 
peop 
brok 
ferin 
neve 
thro 
thre; 
shad 


thies 
belie 
lie. 

righ’ 
outs; 
trutl 
Pola 
of tl 
borc 
is in 
that 
mine 






Vo. 9 


| 


}YRKIN 


anager 


— > BR Ww Ww 











 SppTEMBER, 1939 


EDITORIALS OF THE MONT 








THE SECOND WORLD WAR 


T IS difficult to become used to the realization 
that the war, the coming of which has been 
foretold so frequently and with such persistence, 
is now a stark reality. It cannot be said that hu- 
manity had not been prepared for the eventuality. 
Especially since fascism took control of Germany 
and harnessed a great and cultured people to its 
bloody chariot of aggression and merciless per- 
secution had it come to be taken for granted that 
sooner or later a conflict was inevitable, a conflict 
that was to determine whether humanity is to be 
subjected for a long historical period to brutal 
dictatorial regimes, whether civilization is to 
perish in the explosion of bombs and shells or 
whether it is to fight its way out of a situation that 
had become unbearable and in doing so lay the 
foundations for a new order that would start 
mankind on the way to permanent peace and hu- 
man freedom. Yet even those who are closest to 
the scene of the struggle, those who suffered most 
from the threat of fascism and are the first to pay 
the price in blood and pain instinctively kept put- 
ting off the final denouement. Spain and Austria 
and Czechoslovakia were the preludes to the pres- 
ent outbreak of war. The significance of those 
developments was not lost upon anyone, yet there 
were many who even then breathed a secret sigh of 
relief—the great, the world devastating conflict 
has not started yet. It had not been avoided, it 
probably could not be avoided, but its horrors had 
been postponed at least. j 

Now the expected has come to pass. Reports 
from the affected European countries relate that 
people were glad to have the unbearable tension 
broken, that with no illusions concerning the suf- 
fering that will have to be endured they were 
nevertheless firmly and coolly resolved to go 
through with it and once and for all dispel the 
threatening cloud of horror that had been over- 
shadowing the lives of all. 

There is no question as to where our sympa- 
thies and the sympathies of all those who sincerely 
believe in the democratic and free way of life, 
lie. Because we are convinced that there is a 
right and a wrong side in this struggle, we may be 
outspoken and we have no need to gloss over the 
truth. We know the sins of the present regime of 
Poland; we are acquainted with its past treatment 
of the Ukrainian and Jewish minorities within its 
borders. But the fact remains that today Poland 
is in the grip of an invasion by a brutal tyranny 
that aims to deprive both the Poles and the 
minorities living within Poland of their freedom 


















and to impose upon them a regime far more un- 
bearable than the Polish one ever was. It is for 
this reason that all citizens of Poland, irrespective 
of religion and nationality, have rallied to the de- 
fense of their independence. In this fight for a 
cause, the justice of which none can question, they 
will have the support of the entire civilized world. 

We are also not blind to the records of Cham- 
berlain and Daladier in the past. But whether 
they do so of their own free will or they are 
forced to act by the rising indignation of the 
British and France masses, the fact remains that 
today they have embarked upon a course the suc- 
cess of which may free Europe from Fascism and 
the rest of the world from the threat of its ex- 
pansion. 

The sympathies of the American masses in 
whom the tradition of democracy and freedom is 
strong are not in doubt. This sympathy can and 
should take form in a manner that would help the 
anti fascist forces without endangering the neut- 
rality of the United States. This can be obtained 
by amending the present neutrality law to make it 
truly neutral instead of an aid to Germany which 
it is at present. Such an amendment of the law 
seems likely at the next session of Congress which 
president Roosevelt is reported to be convoking 
at an early date. Popular demand can insure the 
speedy passage of the new law which will be of 
incalculable value to the forces now lined up 
against the Nazi juggernaut of war. 


WAR GUILT 


AN THERE be any question as to who is 

guilty of the slaughter that is now daily tak- 
ing its toll on European battlefields? If guilt is 
to be established on the basis of government state- 
ments or invasion of foreign territory than there 
can be no doubt in this instance. The British and 
French governments bent over backwards in their 
effort to leave some loophole for peace to such an 
extent that many seriously questioned whether 
they were not contemplating a settlement similar 
to the one at Munich last year. 

But government documents and similar proofs 
are, in the last analysis, of only secondary signifi- 
cance. The brutal and undeniable fact is that the 
war has been going on for some time before the 
outbreak of hostilities on such a large scale. Nazi 
Germany was waging a war of extermination 
against the Jews for several years; it waged an un- 
resisted war against the Austrians and the Czechs 
and Slovaks. It met resistance when it attacked 
Poland. The guilt for the present bloodshed lies 
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at the door of those who are responsible for the 
tens of thousands of homeless refugees and who 
caused the destruction of the independence of 
Austria and Czechoslovakia. 


But the arguments concerning the war guilt will 
no doubt continue notwithstanding the gaunt truth. 
The Nazis, and their satelites in other countries, 
still seek to whitewash themselves. And the blame 
is levelled—against the Jews, of course. But mark 
the difference. Whereas before it was ‘Jewish 
Communism” that was responsible, a new factor 
has entered into the discussion today, the newly 
discovered friendship between Hitler and Stalin, 
and instead we are now presented with “Jewish 
Democratic Plutocrats” as the instigators. 


Coughlin, the Bund and their like will no doubt 
feel uncomfortable for a while and will probably 
seize the new line that has been handed out from 
Berlin. That such complete turns from one slogan 
to its exact opposite are possible we know after 
witnessing a similar change among the communists. 
But such a change is certain to paralyze whatever 
influence such propaganda previously exerted. 


PALESTINE JEWS SUPPORT ENGLAND 
N PALESTINE the reaction at the outbreak of 


war was an instantaneous response to come to 
the aid of England and readiness to take over res- 
ponsibility for the security and peace of the coun- 
try. The Jewish Agency has called upon all able 
bodied men and women to register and has offered 
to place “Jewish man power, technical ability and 
resources” at the disposal of Great Britain. This 
development is in complete agreement with Zionist 
policy and the requirements of the present hour. 


It is true that the Chamberlain administration 
has committed numerous grievous wrongs against 
the Jewish community in Palestine and the Zionist 
movement throughout the world and topped the 
series of injustices with the infamous and now to 
all intents and purposes defunct White Paper. 
Palestinian Jews and the Zionist movement fought 
the White Paper but it was at all times clearly 
stated that the interests of Zionism and the Jewish 
people are indissolubly bound up with those powers 
that today represent the democratic will of their 
peoples. German and Italian fascism was to a 
large extent responsible for the Arab terrorism in 
Palestine and through their threat to the peace of 
the world they contributed in no small measure to 
the British policies relating to Palestine. 


The new situation created by the outbreak of 
the war marks the end of appeasement of fascism 
in Europe, and of the agents and allies of fascism 
in the near East. The Jewish community in Pales- 
tine consists to a large extent of people who es- 
Many of them 


caped the totalitarian countries. 


succeeded in reaching the country only after har. 
rowing experiences. They know what it means to 
live in the greater Reich from personal experience, 
Their readiness to help in the struggle against 
Germany and in defense of their new homeland 
has been forged in concentration camps in many 
instances. 


In acknowledging the offer of the Jewish 
Agency, Chamberlain declared: “You will not ex. 
pect me to say more at this stage than that your 
public spirited assurances are welcome and will be 
kept in mind.” That is true. No further assur- 
ances are requested at this time. In offering assist. 
ance, Palestine Jewry is fighting a battle that is its 
own, in the full conviction that the wrong done to 
Jews will be righted together with other wrongs 
when the struggle is-over. 


JEWS IN THE WAR AREA 


HE WAR is still in its earliest stage and it is 

impossible to foretell along what additional 
fronts it may be waged. Hungary, Rumania and 
the Soviet Union may enter the fray, and addi- 
tional millions of Jews may suddenly find them- 
selves thrust in the face of the Nazi hordes, be 
they in the roles of allies or enemies. Italy may 
live up to her Axis ambitions and Palestine may be 
turned into a battlefield. But the situation is bad 
enough as it is today. Unlike 1914, the war is 
waged by the German government on two fronts, 
both in Poland and within Germany. But though 
neither the Kaiser nor his generals were ever any 
too friendly to their Jewish population, the fact 
remains that they generally treated the Jews as 
equal citizens because of their patriotic devotion 
to the cause of their fatherland. The same can be 
said for the Jews in former Austria-Hungary, to 
whom their aged emperor Francis Joseph II wasa 
living symbol of tolerance. It was therefore no 
wonder that in the face of the mass exile of the 
peaceful Jewish popufation by the Tsarist adminis- 
tration as well as the pogroms and violence com- 
mitted by the Russian army, the Jews on the Pol- 
ish, Lithuanian and Ukrainian war fronts awaited 
the coming of the German troops as saviors. The 
hundreds of thousands of Jews who were forcibly 
deported in trainloads found places of refuge in 
the far distant provinces of the Russian Empire 
and an aiding hand extended to them by their Rus- 
sian brethren and by the underground radical 
elements in Russia. The situation is radically dif. 
ferent today. Jews in Germany, and in the coun- 
tries ruled by her, are held as convenient scape- 
goats so that the vengeance of the populace may 
be turned against them in time of stress or disas- 
ter. Nor are the German invading hordes pre- 
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ceded, as they were in the last war, by appeals to 
the Jewish population, assurances of sympathy 
and promises of liberation from the yoke of Tsar- 
ist tyranny. The Jewish population knows what 
to expect from the Nazi invaders. The three mil- 
lion Jews on the Polish front are not fighting for 
Poland and democracy alone. They are fighting 
for their very lives. They know the difference be- 
tween the anti-Semitism of the Polish colonels 
and the “annihilation” policy of Germany. 
Nor are there any places of refuge left for them 
as in the last war. The refugee policy of the 
Soviet Union is well known to them. Nor are any 
dialectical apologetics of any aid in the face of 
dire need. Who knows but what there may be an- 
other invasion from the East? Let America re- 
flect over this situation. Let not American Jewry 
fear to shout these facts and tell them to the pub- 
li. Our sympathies with the democracies are 
based on more than ideological agreement. The 
blood of our brethren is being spilled mercilessly. 
The Nazis may contemplate a puppet government 
for Poland. For Jews they have but one answer 
—death. Let this be remembered today and at 
the drafting of the conditions for the new, and let 
us hope, more permanent peace. 


The Balance Sheet 


HETHER THERE were more than 

4thirty pieces of silver involved in the deal 
between Stalin and Hitler, or less, we do not know 
as yet. Probably more. Comrade Stalin is used 
to fat profits of late. From the bloodbath in 
Spain he made almost six hundred million dollars, 
and in gold at that. At the mention of his name 
the most cynical of stock exchange brokers turn 
respectful and envious. He has secured for him- 
self a definite place in history—somewhere be- 
tween Benedict Arnold and Al Capone. 


Must we continue to talk in terms of “policy” ? 
[ refuse. Common robbery remains common rob- 
bery even if it has political consequences. In 
certain cases it is deeply immoral to retain sang 
froid, cold blood. Let the coward and the weak- 
ling continue the search for “tactical reasons” 
in the face of this gigantic double-dealing. The 
truth is that in the present case we do not deal 
with a tactic. In this case we find, for the first 
time and on display for the whole world to see, 
the true and genuine program of Stalin and his 
party. On the contrary, it was in those few years 
when a scared world of liberals and socialists 
imagined that Stalin’s Russia was a legitimate foe 





PROBLEM OF WAR RELIEF 
LOOMS AGAIN 


HATEVER THE outcome of the present 

struggle may be, whatever the line of reas- 
oning interpretations of our duty as Americans 
may follow, there cannot be any dispute concern- 
ing our immediate responsibility as American Jews 
to the Jewish war victims on the bloody fronts in 
Poland. During the last World War the respon- 
sibility was shared to a very large degree by Ger- 
man and Russian Jewries. In 1914 there was the 
Hilfsverein der deutschen Juden which provided 
for the immediate needs of the Jewish population 
under the rule of the victorious German troops. 
On the Russian side the Jewish Committee for the 
Relief of War Sufferers took care of the victims 
of Tsarist deportations. Today, German Jews, 
and the Jews of Czechia and Slovakia who are 
watching with trepidation the whims of the mon- 
ster who shapes all policies of the Nazi Party, are 
in no better position. The Jews in the Soviet 
Union could not, even if they wished, breathe a 
word about succor to their brethren across the 
borders. American Jews, who had demonstrated 
their generosity during the last world massacre 
will of necessity have to bear the major burden of 
relief. Immediate and united action is imperative. 


Of Stalinism 


®by Willi Schlamm. 


of Fascism, that they were duped by a tactic. Now 
the mirage has been dispelled. Will they wake 
up at last? 


I do not appeal to the dried-up brains and the 
frozen hearts of so-called socialists who, even in 
the face of death and blood and pain, shut their 
eyes and talk of “maneuvres.” Children are be- 
ing torn to bits by bombs, villages are burnt, 
poison gas is seeping into lungs. Can such reality 
leave room for “tactics”? If it were possible for 
socialist ‘Realpolitik’ to supply one iota of justifi- 
cation for Stalin’s treaty with the Nazi beast of 
war, than we should have to hate and despise 
socialism. A ‘‘Marxism”’ that is pliable enough to 
furnish arguments and excuses even under these 
circumstances, would be the worst aberration in 
the history of human intelligence. Let us there- 
fore do away with traditional formulations and 
recognize the basic, the simple motives of infamy. 
The present case has nothing to do with sociology, 
philosophy, ideology or with policy. It is rather a 
manifestation of the boils that covered the Rus- 
sian body politic these many years, finally break- 
ing open and pouring out their poisonous contents. 





I do not intend to analyze or contradict the 
mutterings of communist editors whose job it is 
to prostitute themselves for fixed salaries. Their 
imagination, this time, just sufficed to claim for 
their boss, who pays for it all, the same right to 
deception granted to the friends of Nazism in 
London’s “City”. You don’t believe it? Then 
suppress your nausea and check up on what the 
Daily Worker, for instance, had to say these past 
two weeks. The whole idea consists of the con- 
stant repetition: ‘The international munition 
merchants supplied China with armaments; Mr. 
Hudson discussed with Dr. Wohltat in London 
British-German rapprochement; Mr. Chamber- 
lain betrayed Czechoslovakia in the interests of 
the City; the French Fascists have murdered the 
Spanish Republic with their Non-Intervention. 
And in the face of all this one objects when Soviet 
Russia now does the same? Equal rights for all!” 
Of more they could not think, and I can under- 
stand the Communist predicament. Grocers 
much smarter than they are, would be at a loss 
if they had to sell a kind of merchandise that 
until yesterday they justly called a fraud against 
the public. If our pity were not used up for the 
women and children torn to bits by Nazi bombs, 
one could almost pity these poor prostitutes of 
communistic journalism. What with ten million 
unemployed, they do not easily give up a well- 
paying job. 

Now the world is aflame. Daily in our sleep we 
shall hear the cries of anguish and we shall be 
ashamed of our security. When the holocaust 
will be over, there will either remain no human 
culture at all or else, together with Nazism, Stalin- 
ism too will have passed out. That only this 
limited choice remains, we may be sure. The 
march through the great terror has begun and 
we shall surely have little time to debate the 
crime of yesterday. But it behooves us to look 
just once more and to draw a final balance sheet. 
For if we wish to survive this earthquake at least 
spiritually, we must liquidate within our own 
selves the last remnants of a connection with a 
corruption that can no longer be hidden. The 
time for “tactical” tomfoolery has definitely 
passed. It is time for the last, unconditional, 


definite decision. 
* * * 


In this magazine I speak to Jews and Socialists, 
and I know I may speak frankly. Of course there 
are people all over the world who still cling to the 
silly notion of blaming a sickness on the physician 
who mentions its name. But there exists tubercu- 
losis and human beings die from it even though 
nobody mention it by name. Any evil becomes 
rather more dangerous through silence. But this 
banal truth, formulated thousands of times, has 
not been recognized everywhere and by every- 


body. For instance, I might be subject to censure 
for the simple statement that there exists within 
the ranks of the Jewish liberal intelligentsia a 
frequent type which during recent years has shown 
much sympathy for Mr. Stalin. ‘Well, don’t 
you see that you are helping Father Coughlin’s 
propaganda with this kind of remark?”, some 
may accuse me. No, I do not see that. Suppose 
someone claimed twice two to be five, would 
I refute him with the equally erroneous claim 
that twice two make three? The most reliable 
weapon of defense against lies, at all times, is the 
truth. Twice two is four. The lie regarding Jew. 
ish Bolshevism will not be refuted simply by 
carefully avoided mention of the subject on the 
part of Jews. 

What makes the often repeated lie of the 
demagogue regarding the blood relation between 
Stalin and Judaism so truly dangerous is that a 
great many surface signs appear to substantiate 
it. The danger, however, becomes not greater, but 
rather smaller if the Jews take notice of it. He 
who simply denies the evident sympathy of a 
certain Jewish type for Mr. Stalin, increases the 
effectiveness of the agitation and makes himself 
ridiculous; but the Jew who conscientiously and 
with self-confidence publicly challenges this Jewish 
type, does his bit toward the only effective meth- 
od of disarming the demagogue. Father Cough- 
lin attains success because he uses the most effec. 
tive of all poisons—half-truths. The only effective 
antidote is the whole truth. Yes, a layer of sur- 
face-Jews with loud voices, weak minds and yet 
weaker consciences has succumbed to the tempta- 
tion of hailing Stalin or, at least, justifying him; 
yes, the Jews (who are by no means a chosen 
people) have their share of small souls and big 
talkers, the same proportion with which every 
human group is blessed. The Jews are, so to 
speak, entitled to that percentage. But it is there- 
fore all the more important to let the world see 
and know that Jews themselves are fighting Jew- 


ish weaknesses. 
* * * 


I claim that the infection of certain sections of 
the Jewish intelligentsia and bourgeoisie with Stal- 
inism is the specific form in which an assimilated 
Jewry suffers from the disease of our times: Fa- 
scism. Fascism has several basic features such 
as the evil readiness to accept force, to deny moral 
obligations, to be cynical, to admire physical suc- 
cess. These characteristics are by no means con- 
fined to Italy and Germany, and during these 
last years of deep social crisis they have infected 
—dressed up in various isms and multi-colored 
shirts—the whole world. Everywhere intellect- 
uals and ‘‘small independents” of a certain type, 
the driftwood of modern society, have been in- 
fected first and foremost. It would have been a 
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miracle indeed if the Jews, and they alone, had re- 
mained unaffected. Such a miracle did not happen 
and the Jews did not escape the disease. No, in- 
deed, the Jews are no “chosen people.” 

Wherever Jews live under almost normal con- 
ditions of an integrated national unit, the sickness 
manifested itself in the normal fascistic symptoms. 
In Palestine and Poland tens of thousands of 
Jews—intellectuals, hysterical youth, small busi- 
ness people—created Mr. Jabotinsky as their own, 
honest-to-goodness-Feuhrer; there they acquired 
brown shirts, a large portion of cynicism and the 
philosophy of “the end justifies the means”. 
Wherever the Jews live as a nation they may 
point—albeit not with pride—to the fact that 
they do in Rome as the Romans do—that they 
too have a genuine Jewish brand of Fascism. 

But strange indeed are the symptoms of fa- 
scist infection among the Diaspora Jews—the dis- 
persed, more or less assimilated Jewish masses of 
middle-western Europe and America. If matter 
cannot break into the open, it must flow into the 
bloodstream. The Jews of Europe and America, 
more or less assimilated, have neither a normal 
national life nor do they suffer from the normal 
diseases of a normal nation. They lack national 
passion, they cannot see the “‘one arch-enemy”, 
they do not have the aggressive emotion of a 
closed ethnic unit in order to succumb to the spe- 
cific forms of fascist reaction. Because the Fa- 
scism of all other peoples of necessity has to be 
anti-Semitic, Jews cannot make contact with the 
fascist movements in their environment. Into what 
channels then should the disease direct itself? 


It is at this juncture that Mr. Stalin’s world 
offers itself, a world of force and admiration of 
force, of cynical negation of traditional moral 
values, a world of “dynamic” adventure and the 
scintillating external symbols of success. There is 
room in Stalin’s world for all those emotions 
which under different conditions, give way to 
fascist temptation, but Stalin’s world differs from 
the fascist world in that it is not closed to as- 
similated Jews! On the contrary! Within the 
realm of Stalinism the assimilated Jewish intel- 
lectual may feel as completely assimilated as never 
before and as nowhere else. 

The superficial, banal and mendacious phrase- 
ology of the various ‘‘Leagues”, “Clubs” and 
“Committees” denies almost completely the ex- 
istence of a Jewish problem and explains anti- 
Semitism as a mere artificial trick. The only factor 
that made it impossible for the spiritually and 
socially maladjusted Jewish inteilectual to turn 
fascist, assumes in the Stalinist climate special al- 
lurement. 

Indeed, the turmoil of our epoch did not pass 
by the Jews, it merely assumed new forms more 
adapted to their specific fate. As a matter of 
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fact the deeply rooted identity between Hitlerism 
and Stalinism was discovered not only by the Jew- 
ish intellectual who may not become a Nazi and 
therefore becomes at least a Stalinist; it was dis- 
covered much earlier by the rather uncomplicated 
German worker. Without sociological analysis, 
without political judgment, without philosophical 
study, this identity was acknowledged by hundreds 
of thousands of German workers who until 1933 
formed the backbone of the Communist Party of 
Germany. They did not betray their inner selves 
when they turned Nazi. They neither changed 
their emotions nor their attitude in doing so. 
I shall never forget that German worker who, 
during a trip to Sudetenland in 1935, declared in 
all simplicity: ‘Naturally I am a Communist. 
But every country has its own Lenin—and our 
Lenin happens to be Hitler”. 


More complicated during the past years was 
the road of the assimilated Jewish intellectual 
who loved to class himself as a “Liberal World 
Citizen”. I am not refering now to the organized, 
hundred percent obedient member of the Com- 
munist party; I refer to a type we all know as 
the “sympathizer,” the one who collects funds, 
signatures and invitations to tea parties. In the 
main this type did not get close to the gigantic 
communist propaganda trust before 1933. Here 
we see one of the paradoxes of which all sociology 
consists, viz. how the assimilated Jew is moved by 
the fate of the Jewish unit—with which he does 
not associate himself at all intellectually—to such 
an extent, that he loses all equilibrium. It is not 
sympathy for Soviet Russia, but rather fear of 
anti-Semitism that pushes him along Stalin’s road. 

The success scored in the past by Stalin’s prop- 
aganda within the ranks of the Jewish intel- 
ligentsia and the Jewish petty bourgeoisie can- 
not be denied, but it can also be easily explained. 
In addition to the qualms and doubts, from which 
Fascism profits in other national groups, we find 
the Jewish physician, the Jewish merchant, the 
Jewish employee and the Jewish journalist all 
over the world driven by the fear aroused by 
Hitler’s mounting triumph. Stirred and fright- 
ened to the core, this type readily accepted any 
doctrine which promised to halt or even to over- 
come the threat. 

The relatively few good samples of this type 
—and only they are being considered in this con- 
nection—showed no illusions during private dis- 
cussions. ‘What of it”, they would say, “this 
Soviet Russia, uncivilized and at times unfathom- 
able, is the most reliable and the most powerful 
enemy of Hitler. That is the criterion—and that 
alone. There are a lot of things I don’t like 
about Stalin, believe you me, but his country is 
the deciding factor in the world coalition which 
has to be brought about against Hitler. Every- 
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thing else is almost unimportant in these sad 
times.” 


All that of course, is a thing of the past. Fool- 
ishly, these people kept quiet about barbarism and 
hunger in Soviet Russia, as if they were deter- 
mined to pay with such silence for Stalin’s help in 
the war against Hitler. Now Stalin really has 
failed them. Now there will be a great awaken- 
ing but it is necessary to tell those who are just 
waking up a few things however unpleasant. 


At Zionist meetings I sometimes heard the 
strong and effective statement: 

“We Jews will succeed if we rely upon 
ourselves”. Like most strong and effective state- 
ments, this one is erroneous too. The Jews and 
every other minority (national minorities as well 
as social and spiritual ones) are lost unless they 
are able to link their cause with the conscience 
and the good will of the world. Left to them- 
selves, the Jews will be exterminated physically. 
That is the simple truth. It is less appealing and 
less rousing than oratorical outbursts, but such 
is the fate of every truth: Everything depends 
upon whether the Jew shall succeed in convincing 
the non-Jews (or at least a large part of them) 
that pogroms are not less dangerous for non-Jew 
than for Jew. 


The Jew approaches the non-Jewish world: 
“Come to my rescue. The pogrom hounds are 
being unleashed against me but it is not only me 
whom they will tear to pieces. Come to my rescue 
for I cannot help myself alone’. And a great 
majority of the American people understands this 
appeal with a real, almost religious feeling for 
human solidarity. This American people has in 
its great majority learned to hate and despise Hit- 
ler although he “only” wants to exterminate the 
Jews. This American people does not say: ‘Why 
should I concern myself with the suffering of 
other people? There is nothing Hitler wants to 
do to me. So I won’t bother about pogroms.” 
The American people has the wonderful faculty 
of wanting to help other people’s suffering. 


And it is for exactly this reason that I con- 
sider the Jewish Stalin-sympathizer as dangerous 
in America. Upon what is this sympathy based? 
On the cynical and false proposition that whatever 
crimes Stalin may have committed he has not 
committed any serious ones against the Jews. Until 
today there have béen Jews in America, who con- 
sidered this benevolent indolence concerning Stal- 
in’s terror as a practical policy. Our real enemy is 
Hitler, they said, Stalin is his mightiest foe, there- 
fore our friend, and whatever Stalin’s deeds, they 
are none of our business. Unless such immoral 
opportunism be violently fought within the Jew- 
ish masses of America (and the Jewish Frontier 
may point with pride to its part in strengthening 





such opposition), it may lead to disaster. The 
American people possess a real sense of fairness. 
A policy tolerant of terrorism, provided such 
terrorism is not definitely anti-Jewish, is far more 
dangerous for American Jewry than all anti- 
Semitic propaganda. For such a policy would 
justify every ugly suspicion about the Jews. ‘What 
manner of men are these?”, people will say. 
“They attempt to mobilize the whole world 
against the anti-Semitic terror but some of them 
preach friendly indulgence for a different but none 
the less bloody type of terrorism, simply because 
it is not directed against Jews.” In other words, 
every Jew who shows “understanding” for Stalin, 
is responsible for a hundred American non-Jews 
who are learning to “understand” Hitler. 


From Jewish history one may learn that an 
immoral policy is ever a foolish policy. If “the 
end justifies the means” then nothing can save 
the Jew from physical destruction. Jews who 
applaud cynical power politics thereby approve 
of pogroms. 


It is not correct that the fraternization between 
Hitler and Stalin could not have been foretold. 
He who understands, that the inner moral atti- 
tude of any regime is of greater importance than 
its temporary political manoeuvres and its phrase- 
ology, could foresee it for years. But politicians 
who consider all moral basis as of minor import- 
ance, as ‘“quantite negligeable,” are a misfortune 
for their group and for their people. May I be 
permitted to quote myself? And I am not doing it 
in order to prove my foresight but rather to 
show that unswerving faith in the ethical founda- 
tion of any policy is not only moral, but truly 
realistic. 


Three years ago, in October 1936, I finished 
my book “Diktatur der Luege’”.* There I came 
to the following conclusion: 


The Third Reich is marching against Europe. When 
and as long as Stalin’s Russia opposes its march, it 
will be attacked. When Stalin withdraws from France 
and the European democracies he can count on Hit- 
ler’s tolerance. The anti-Bolshevistic Crusade of the 
Third Reich is designed to obtain not the Ukraine 
but parts of Western and Central Europe and colo- 
nies; it is designed to break not Stalin’s regime, but 
the Franco-Russian military alliance. It won't take 
long and the Fuehrers will conclude a realistic non- 
aggression pact. The one will guarantee Stalin's 
nationalistic state, the other will leave Europe to 4 
Hitler-fate. A priori that sounds incredible. But it 
is common to dictatorships that with them the means 
do kill the aim, the instrumentality does kill the idea, 
force does kill the life therein. The masses, 
schooled to admire mere success, mere records, mere 
technical power, are blinded and almost as in hyp- 
nosis. As yet they believe that their particular Fueh- 
rer is a special Fuehrer and an unforgiving enemy of 
all other Fuehrers. But the inner identity of regimes 
is more compelling than mere superficial rites. And 


* (Published April, 1937, Oprecht, Zuerich). 
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Report of the Zionist Congress 


N THE light of the present, much of what hap- 

pened at the Zionist Congress seems remote. 
The squabbles about the shekel, the clamour for 
additional mandates, the paradoxical attack on 
Labor by American General Zionists and Hadas- 
sah, the party manouevers which loomed so large, 
occasionally, at Geneva become ludicrous and 
pathetic in retrospect. Neither the victories nor 
defeats of one fraction or another matter now, 
when many of the decisions, so bitterly arrived at, 
must wait for some definite future. 

I do not wish to say that the Congress itself is 
unreal in retrospect. Only the noisy trivialities as- 
sume their true proportion. The core of the Con- 
gress—that in it which was heroic and tragic—is 
unforgettable. And even though much of the dis- 
cussion, as well as the fundamental theme, is no 
longer immediately relevant, the 21st Zionist Con- 
gress, convening as it did in modern Jewry’s black- 
est hour, and concluding in the flame of a World 
War, has a significance which must not be ob- 
scured by the barrenness and futility of some of 
the proceedings. How did Zionism act in a crucial 
hour ? What were its resources of mind and spirit ? 
These are questions of supreme importance for us 
today, as well as two weeks ago, because, in one 
form or another, the crucial hour remains and 
returns. 

The Congress was faced by two terrible chal- 
lenges—the crisis in Zionism and the crisis in 
European civilization. I think it is not too much 
to say that on the whole, the Congress met both 
challenges with courage and with a high sense of 
responsibility. It is this moral temper which it is 
essential for us to retrace because by its quality we 
must live as Zionists and as individuals in the 
coming time. 

The great major question before the Congress 
was that of policy in regard to the White Paper. 
What should Zionism do to combat England’s 
nullification of the Balfour Declaration? At the 
present moment this discussion, as far as any prac- 
tical application is concerned, has become merely 
a matter of record. In the fight against Hitler, 
Zionism stands behind England, but the reactions 
expressed in that debate were so characteristic of 
fundamentally divergent Jewish attitudes in every 
turning-point of Jewish history, that the discussion 
of what to do in August, 1939, becomes not only 
a link with our past, but an anticipation of our 
future. 

Roughly speaking, the many viewpoints ex- 
pressed crystallized into two chief lines of thought 
—the Weizmann policy which advocated construc- 








® by Marie Syrkin 


tive work within the framework of the restrictions 
imposed by the government, and the Ben Gurion 
policy which advocated a more far-reaching op. 
position to the White Paper. Round these two 
poles, the ideological line-up took place, to the 
right, and to the left. There were those like 
Rabbi Silver who went far to the right of Weiz- 
mann in their desire for a strict observance of the 
letter of the law. There were those like Meir 
Grossman of the Jewish State Party who rushed 
to such extremes beyond Ben-Gurion that Gross. 
man’s presence at a Zionist, instead of a Revision- 
ist Congress, became puzzling. But, by and large, 
despite differences in tempo and coloring, the de- 
bate narrowed down to the wisdom of active 
opposition as a political instrument in the struggle 
against the White Paper. 


Of the numerous speeches heard, those which 
best formulated the various shades of opinion on 
the gravest question before the Congress, were 
the addresses of Weizmann, Solomon Goldman, 
Abba Hillel Silver, Meir Grossman, Ben-Gurion 
and Berel Katzenelson. Since these speeches re- 
presented divergent intellectual attitudes, not only 
in the Congress but in Jewish life as a whole, it 
seems worth while to consider them. 


Weizmann, who gave an impression of great 
weariness and passivity at the Congress, restated 
his familiar thesis: We have been betrayed but we 
must continue our constructive work. Not the 
policy of our Executive is bankrupt, but the world 
is bankrupt. Ours is the sorrow, but not the 
shame. We are opposed to any use of arms ex- 
cept in self-defense. Jews must follow a Jewish 
course. They must not howl with the wolves. 
Instead, public opinion must be educated sys- 
tematically for economic development within the 
framework of the White Paper which should be 
exploited to the full. 


Ben-Gurion’s great speech, one of the two most 
moving at the Congress—the other being that of 
Berel Katzenelson—was delivered at the meeting 
of the labor fraction held in closed session. Those 
who had been aware of his rigidity and his obstin- 
acy, understood at last the power of those limita- 
tions, just as they perceived the weakness inherent 
in the elasticity of perhaps greater diplomats than 
Ben Gurion. I wish I could report Ben Gurion’s 
speech to his party—the speech of a small, white- 
haired man with an idee fixe, the speech of a fan- 
atic, and in the last analysis, the speech of a great 
man, with vision, with tenacity, and, above all, a 
course of action. Here I can only indicate the gist 
of it, the gist as it was given at the Congress plen- 
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um. Ben Gurion, in contradistinction to Weiz- 
mann, declared: “Jews should act as though we 
were the State in Palestine, and should so act until 
there will be a Jewish State there. Jews should act 
as Englishmen would in their land if their future 
were in danger.” Every delegate at the Congress 
knew precisely what Ben-Gurion meant by these 
words. He was not indulging in rhetorical gen- 
eralities. He was referring primarily to Aliyah 
Beth, the “unauthorized immigration whose ex- 
istence is an open secret. Ben-Gurion’s position 
may be summed up briefly as follows: A bold 
assertion by Jewry of its right to Palestine will 
have a positive political effect. Economic progress 
is important, but at this moment, a change in the 
political picture is of paramount importance. This 
change will best be brought about by a daring 
patriotism expressing itself in an insistence on con- 
tinued immigration under all circumstances, 
whether it lead to clashes with the authorities or 
not and colonization in remote outposts, with or 
without government sanction. The heroic mood 
which dares to perish in order to live! 


The reaction to these view-points was formulat- 
ed in the course of the general debate by sub- 
sequent speakers. In the midst of terrific excite- 
ment, Meir Grossman of the Jewish State Party 
attacked the Weizmann policy as bankrupt and 
called for an end to Havlaga (self restraint) and 
non-resistance. Grossman’s speech, viewed merely 
as an oratorical effort, was one of the few suc- 
cessful polemical speeches at the Congress. He 
attacked the Executive and Labor with equal 
savagery. Amidst an uproar of protest he called 
for “more unrest and more disorder” in Palestine. 
His denunciation of Havlaga, and implicit con- 
donement of Jewish terrorism, provoked one of 
the stormiest scenes at the Congress, the Labor 
delegates being particularly demonstrative in their 
indignation. 


In a moral sense, the direct anti-thesis to Gross- 
man’s vitriol was offered by Solomon Goldman’s 
speech. The President of the American Zionist 
Organization declared himself against the exercise 
of force in any form. As a religious teacher, he 
reminded his hearers that in Jewish history, Jo- 
hanan ben Zakkai, the apostle of peace, has been 
viewed as a greater hero than the military leader 
Bar-Kochbah. Judaism was opposed to militarism, 
and the strength of Jewry must expend itself on 
constructive work alone. Dr. Goldman gave mov- 
ing expression to one of the  profoundest and 
oldest of Jewish attitudes but to many of his 
hearers engaged in the actual conflict, his words 
sounded needlessly academic. 


Rabbi Silver’s speech aroused considerable re- 
sentment. He too opposed all extremist measures 
on the grounds that they could not be successful, 
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but in addition, he saw fit openly to attack un- 
authorized immigration. He pointed out that 
persistence in bringing in “unselected” illegal im- 
migrants, had resulted in the cancellation of 
“selected” “legal” immigration. He warned em- 
phatically against acting ‘‘as if you are the State”, 
when you are actually powerless, when you are not 
the State. 

The answer to Silver, and others who spoke in 
his vein, was given by Berel Katzenelson, editor 
of the Davar. Without oratory, without any of 
the stock in trade of the supposed “eloquent” 
speaker, he stirred the Congress as no one else had 
done. He stood on the platform, a short, stocky 
man, speaking rapidly between gulps of water, 
pausing to look at his notes and he held his audi- 
ence tense. 


Katzenelson attacked with equal sharpness the 
call to violence of the small groups of extremists, 
as well as the timidity of the so-called ‘“‘conserva- 
tive” elements. To Grossman’s party, he spoke 
of Havlaga, “the purity of our arms,” the 
sanctity of the Jewish struggle which never shed 
innocent blood. He reminded Silver of the higher 
law which must violate temporary lawless restric- 
tions, if Zionism is to survive. To Solomon Gold- 
man he retorted that it was the mission of Zion- 
ism to restore that of which the Diaspora had 
deprived us. He commented on the irony of a 
situation by virtue of which one, who like him- 
self had always championed the small, daily tasks 
of reclamation, was now obliged to protest against 
those who spoke in terms of economic work alone. 
The economic struggle was tremendously im- 
portant but it was not enough, and that struggle 
had to find expression in continued immigration, 
authorized or unauthorized. Aliyah Beth (so- 
called illegal immigration) was our chief political 
instrument. The center of our struggle was not in 
London but on the sea, that sea which was more 
merciful to the refugees than those who spoke of 
stopping the ships which bore them, that sea 
which let a motor-less boat cross without founder- 
ing, that sea which incredibly let so many cargoes 
of the-wretched land in safety. The time would 
come, he declared, when American rabbis, in 
memory of this epoch, would in their services in- 
clude prayers for the peace of those who travel 
the seas. The Congress was stirred as at no 
moment in the sessions. 


One might say, in general, that throughout the 
entire discussion of policy, timidity increased in 
direct proportion to the distance from Palestine. 
The Americans were the most wary, the most 
cautious, the most hesitant. The Palestinians were 
psychologically the most prepared for an active 
fight against the White Paper no matter what 
forms such a struggle might assume. In order to 
appreciate how little “heroics”, how much earnest- 
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ness and deliberation there lay in this attitude, it 
was necessary to attend the meetings of the Labor 
fraction. The Labor fraction, by virtue of its 
size—nearly half of the Congress—and even 
more by virtue of the fact that it was overwhelm- 
ingly Palestinian, was in a sense the heart of the 
Congress. The debate on policy which was held 
at the Labor fraction was on a far higher moral 
and intellectical level than the famous “general 
debate” at the Congress plenum. That which in 
the Congress seemed merely literary allusion, or 
philosophic abstraction, or even sheer madness, 
assumed a terrible reality in the course of the frac- 
tion discussions. As I listened to the deliberations, 
I understood plainly enough what was meant by 
this fancy talk of Johanan Ben Zakai and Bar- 
Kochba. 


These were men with tanned skins and hard 
hands, wearing the blue shirt of the working man 
with a life-time of pioneering in Palestine, now 
meeting with their leaders to discuss the fate of 
their people. True, these men and women had 
their lives and the lives of their families at stake, 
but one felt in every speech, that quite simply 
and without any pose, they were conscious of 
themselves as the guardians of the Jewish future. 
Shall one resist the unjust decree of the govern- 
ment even though it lead to a clash; shall one 
defy the White Paper, or shall one work inch by 
inch, wherever possible, without challenging the 
superior power of the authorities. I heard men 
whose personal saintliness had become legendary, 
socialists and pacifists of years’ standing, speak of 
the bitter necessity of recognizing the strength of 
the sword as well as the plough. Never in the 
labor fraction was a single voice raised in favor 
of a counter-terror, but the great question—if our 
refugee ships are turned back, shall we stand by 
with hands folded, or shall we assert the right of 
a Jew to enter his homeland, was paramount. 
Immigration as a political instrument was debated 
from every angle. 


It was interesting to observe the division. of 
thought on the question of resistance or civil dis- 
obedience among the Palestinians. In so far as it 
is possible to generalize, one might say that re- 
presentatives of the small communes and co- 
operative villages favored the Weizmann line, 
whereas Ben-Gurion received the backing of the 
large communes and the cities. Of course, there 
were exceptions to this classification, but on the 
whole it held good. A superficial explanation of 
this division might be the obvious fact that a mem- 
ber of a small community might be more conscious 
of the danger resulting from a hazardous act 
than a member of a larger group where size gives 
a sense of power. However, the cause of the dif- 
ference seems to lie deeper than this. One ex- 
planation given me was that the man who goes to 









a larger kvutzah is by nature more daring in his 
beliefs than one who selects a small cooperative, 
He envisages cooperative living in broad, generous 
terms. The member of a small kvutzah is more of 
a realist. He perceives the practical difficulties on 
which even the noblest ideal can founder. He al. 
lows more for the limitations of human nature, 
For this reason the romantic daring of “acting as 
if you were the State” appeals more to the rebel. 
lious temperament of the large kvutzah and the 
organized city proletariat. 


Perhaps the best synthesis between those who 
warned against rash, possibly disastrous measures, 
and those who favored a militant stand for 
Jewish redemption was to be found in the speech 
of Moshe Shertok; member of the Executive. He 
disagreed with the position that only the political 
struggle is important and maintained that we must 
consider the economic position of Palestine. There 
must be a realistic approach to the problems of 
employment and colonization. It is not enough to 
occupy an outpost in the desert. There must be 
means to make that outpost liveable. It is not 
enough to bring in immigrants. Employment must 
be found for these wanderers. Only if we make 
normal life possible, do we act as though we were 
the State. In the pursuance of such a policy, it is 
necessary to do everything to avoid a clash with 
the authorities. If, however, the pursuit of our 
rights leads to a clash, such a clash must be viewed 
as an unavoidable evil. 

One saw at this Congress a people grappling 
with its destiny. In the hour of apparent defeat, 
one felt in a full sense the gravity of our 
position, a will to live, a readiness for action, 
which set Zionism apart from every other phase 
of contemporary Jewish life. The voice of Pales- 
tine labor heard at the Congress was a new voice. 
It warned against the age-long solace of the 
Diaspora—the solace which in every calamity 
gave the dubious comfort; ‘We have endured so 
much, we will endure even this.” It proclaimed 
the mission of Zionism to revitalize the will not 
to endure, to energize the crushed Jewish spirit 
with the readiness not to bend before the storm, 
as always in the centuries of Diaspora, but to face 
the storm in the hope of victory. 

No greater sign of this resolution could have 
been seen than in the all-night meeting of the 
labor fraction after the close of the Congress. 
War was imminent. Delegates were scattering to 
all parts of the world. Another storm had come, 
and in this storm, in which Palestine looked so 
small, so far away, so lost, it was again the 
Yishuv which took the helm. No one who saw 
that circle of tense, dark faces seated in the dim 
light of a meeting room could help feeling aware 
of faith. They sat there planning for the im 
mediate future. Delegates had to be sent back to 
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their dangerous posts in Germany, in Poland so 
that the links with Palestine should not be severed, 
so that Zionism would continue as a reality. Per- 
haps in the midst of the descending chaos, that 
scene was ‘unreasonable’, but it was glorious, and 
one felt it to be true. In general, throughout the 
Congress, one was conscious of the impotence of 
cleverness. The clever men were helpless and 
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confused; the believers were assured and wise. 
They knew. 


The question posed by the Congress—Johanan 
Ben Zakai or the Maccabee — is still with us. 
It has assumed a different form. The antagon- 
ist has changed, but who knows how soon, and in 
what shape it will require an answer. 


The Soviet-German Pact and the Jews 


HE TREATY of friendship and non-aggres- 

sion signed at Moscow by Stalin and Ribben- 
trop has been the immediate cause of the present 
War. Nobody doubts that this War will open 
also a new chapter in the history of the Jewish 
people. Therefore, the treaty of Moscow will 
be regarded later also as a remarkable event in 
Jewish history. As soon as Hitler got the as- 
surance of Russian neutrality, he attacked Poland 
and in this way compelled England and 
France to enter the battlefield. People like to 
stress these days the analogy between the events 
of 1914 and of 1939, but the Jewish people must 
be strictly warned not to be deceived by superficial 
or false historical comparisons. History never 
repeats itself in a mechanical way. Nobody knows 
to-day how long this new war will last and what 
will be its results. The belief that the present 
war will be only a repetition of the war of 1914 
can lead to a dangerous laziness of thinking, to 
a fatalistic belief that the sequence of events is 
fixed and cannot be changed in any way. It would 
be a great mistake if the Jewish people, and 
especially the Jewish working class, would cease 
to think under the impact of war. 


It is also doubtful how far Stalin will be ready 
to back the adventurous politics of his new friend 
Hitler with the armed forces of Soviet Russia. 
It would make an enormous difference to 
the Polish Jews, if Poland.were to be attacked 
by Russia and by Germany at the same time. 
Nevertheless, the main lines of politics will not 
be changed by the mere fact of a war. There is 
a certain superstition that a war is a catastrophe 
which resembles the big disasters of nature and 
that a war would end all the political combinations 
of peace time. That is entirely wrong. War is 
nothing else than a continuation of politics with 
other means. Politics are going forward, also 
during a war, and the speed of political change 
may be quicker in war than in peace. Nobody 
should know this better than the Jewish people. 
For the political combinations during the last war 
brought the Jewish National Home in Palestine 
into existence. 


® by Arthur Rosenberg 


The Russian-German treaty seems to strengthen 
Hitler, and everything that is good for the Nazis 
must be bad for the Jews. The new treaty has 
eliminated for Germany the menace of a Russian 
attack in the rear, and, therefore, the treaty has 
increased the possibilities for German progress in 
Eastern and South-Eastern Europe. The position 
of millions of Jews in Poland, Lithuania, Hun- 
gary, Rumania, and other Eastern-European coun- 
tries has thus become worse. That is a very clear 
and very serious consequence of the treaty between 
the Nazis and the Soviets from the Jewish point 
of view. 


Nevertheless, the German-Russian treaty will 


‘have also another aspect. It threatens the Jews 


locally in a special part of Europe, but at the 
same time it weakens the enemy generally. What 
has been the cause of the enormous increase of 
anti-Semitism during the last six years? It was 
the fact that nearly everywhere the conservative 
and capitalist reactionaries made an alliance with 
the demagogic and popular anti-Semitism of the 
Fascists. The united front of reaction every- 
where became anti-Semitic. It is enough to look 
at the most important defeat of the Jews during 
the last years—in the development in Palestine. 
The politics of the White Paper were the result 
of a coalition between the British pro-fascist reac- 
tionaries on one side and the anti-Semitic, also 
pro-fascist, Arab Nationalists on the other side. 
The Jews in Palestine have been faced by the 
simultaneous attack of the British Administration, 
of the Mufti and his friends in Palestine, of the 
Arabic states, and of the German and Italian 
agents in the Near East. It would be possible to 
consider each country within the 5 continents, and 
to find everywhere similar combinations between 
reaction, fascism and anti-Semitism. 

The capitalist reactionaries had become enemies 
of the Jews because they hoped that the popular 
fascist movement would help them in destroying 
Democracy and Labor, and in turning popular 
hatred against the Jews as a common scapegoat 
for all the evils of our time. It would be futile 
to deny that this combination of fascism and reac- 
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tion did represent a tremendous anti-Jewish force. 
Now the German-Russian treaty has done an 
extraordinary service to all the friends of Labor 
and Democracy as well as to the Jews in that it 
has broken the united front of their enemies. 
That is a consequence of the treaty which was 
certainly not wanted by Hitler. It may be that 
Stalin, a very shrewd observer of international 
politics, knew this possible result of the treaty, but 
certainly it was not the cause for Stalin’s invita- 
tion to Ribbentrop to visit him in Moscow. 


The conference at Munich, last year, had been 
the natural expression of the united front between 
reactionary capitalism and fascism. The con- 
servative Lords and the bankers of the City of 
London liked Hitler, not because he had a nice 
moustache, or a strong voice, but because he in- 
troduced himself as the ‘“Lohengrin’’ of capital- 
ism, as the knight in shining armour, who was 
ready at any moment to fight the devil of Bol- 
shevism. The upper classes of England and 
France and many other countries made conces- 
sions to Hitler, not because they feared his mili- 
tary power, but because they regarded him as the 
fighter for their own cause. And now, suddenly, 
Hitler has been able to run over to the enemy of 
the old capitalist order, to the Bolshevists. Hit- 
ler’s step has destroyed all the illusions which the 
capitalist reactionaries had built within their minds 
during the last six years. People will believe that 
Hitler was not sincere when he signed the treaty 
with Stalin, that Hitler never has kept any of his 
promises, and that any piece of paper signed by 
Hitler will be thrown into the dustbin at the next 
turn of international politics. All this may be true, 
but, nevertheless, it cannot destroy the enormous 
symbolical value of Mr. Ribbentrop, the father of 
the anti-Comintern-Pact, flying together with a 
picked staff of Nazi officials to Moscow. If 
Hitler, under the pressure of a certain emergency 
and as soon as the capitalist governments in Paris 
and London do not fulfill all his wishes, is able to 
run at once to Stalin, he is no more a real partner 
for capitalist reaction. Lohengrin has thrown 
away the splendid helmet of anti-Bolshevism and 
has put on his head the red cap of adventurous 
National-Bolshevism. 


Since the signing of the German-Russian treaty, 
the declarations made by Chamberlain and Da- 
ladier against Hitler have become sincere for the 
first time. Now they regard Hitler as the traitor 
to their class and as the accomplice of Stalin. The 
negotiations which Chamberlain had begun with 
Russia some months before had been a mockery. 
Neville Chamberlain and his friends never meant 
to make a really efficient alliance with Russia. 
The English Government had sent its delegates 
to Moscow only in order to deceive the British 
workers. But the English double-deal became so 








complicated that Hitler lost his patience and 
turned towards Russia. The friendship between 
the capitalist reaction and Nazi fascism does not 
exist any more. What will be the result of the new 
conditions in the British Empire, and how will 
they affect Palestine? 

In England Mosley’s small regular Fascist 
Party has reached an impossible situation. Mosley 
and his anti-Semites have excluded themselves 
wilfully from the unity of the British nation 
and they are compelled during this emergency to 
come forward as ordinary. agents of Hitler. In 
this way, open anti-Semitism, which was never 
strong in England, has received a deadly blow. 
But the position of the right-wing conservatives, 
of men and women like Chamberlain, Sir Samuel 
Hoare, Lord Winterton, Lady Astor, and the 
whole Cliveden set has also been weakened very 
much. That is a good result not only generally, 
for Labor and Democracy, but also specifically 
for the Jews. For the right-wing conservatives 
of England were instrumental in furthering the 
anti-Jewish White Paper policy in Palestine. Dur- 
ing recent years, Chamberlain and his friends 
had only been able to retain the leadership of the 
British conservative party by deceiving the masses 
of the conservative voters. Millions of people 
who used to vote conservative in England, work- 
ers or men and women from the middle classes, 
have always been honest democrats and friends 
of the Jews. They had followed Chamberlain 
because they believe in the old traditions of 
English conservatism of the party of Disraeli, 
and because they thought that Chamberlain was 
not fighting for fascism but for peace. 

At present, Chamberlain remains the Prime 
Minister and Malcolm MacDonald continues to 
control the British Colonies. Nevertheless, the 
force and the influence of the British Right-Wing 
Conservatives has been weakened very much since 
the beginning of the present crisis. Chamberlain, 
Winterton and the others have lost the ideological 
foundations of their politics, the belief that an 
alliance between British conservatism and Interna- 
tional Fascism could save the British Empire. 
They had to witness Hitler’s going to the Bolshe- 
viks, and they were compelled to declare war on 
their former friend. At the same time, the author- 
ity of Chamberlain and his friends among the 
masses of the English people has been thoroughly 
shaken. The great majority of the British voters 
understand the utter futility of “appeasement” and 
they feel the politics of the British Government 
since 1933 have been partly responsible for the 
rise of the Nazis. 


Chamberlain and his personal friends have lost 
the monopoly over political power in England. 
It is true that the Labor Party and the opposition 
Liberals refused to enter the War Cabinet. But 
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the influence of the opposition will be stronger 
outside of the Cabinet than in it. It was a historic 
scene in the House of Commons when Chamber- 
lain vaccilated and wanted to defer the declara- 
tion of war against Germany, and Greenwood, 
the leader of the Labor Party, by _ his 
stern warning compelled the weak Government 
to take the necessary step. At the same time 
Chamberlain was forced to receive his worst 
political and personal enemy, Winston Churchill, 
into the War Cabinet, and to give him the key- 
position of First Lord of the Admiralty. The 
split between the Chamberlain group and their 
enemies at home is at the same time also a split 
between the enemies and friends of the Jewish 
National Home in Palestine, and between the 
friends and the enemies of a real Democracy. 


At this point a true analogy with the events of 
1914-1918 can be drawn. A declaration of war 
has never been the end of a political fight in 
England. The Government of Asquith and Grey 
which brought England into the war of 1914 
became the target of interminable attacks from 
within, and the end was the ejection of Asquith 
and the appointment of a new Prime Minister 
who was more in agreement with the temper of 
the fighting British Democracy. The Chamber- 
lain group, without a real political principle since 
the signing of the Russian-German Treaty and 
distrusted by the mass of the people since the 
beginning of the new war, may be driven out of 
power at the first difficult hour of the conflict. 
In any case, the revival of the fighting British 
Democracy and of the British working class 
marks the death-knell for British anti-Semitism, 
and a new and better understanding between the 
British and Jewish people. 


Corresponding changes in the political group- 
ing will come as the results of the war and the 
Russian-German Treaty within each part of the 
British Empire become obvious. It will be in- 
teresting to observe the reaction of the formerly 
pro-fascist elements in Canada and South Africa 
to the new situation. In Palestine, the embarass- 
ment of the anti-Jewish bureaucracy will be as 
painful as the disappointment of Chamberlain and 
MacDonald at home. The Arab Nationalists, the 
Mufti and his gangsters must be regarded to-day 
as an official part of the German Army, and the 
Russian-German friendship will find a well-pre- 
pared soil in Palestine. For the extremely foolish 
politics of the Communists in Palestine had 
brought them for a long time into a United Front 
with the Mufti. Therefore, the friendship be- 
between hammer and sickle and the swastika is 
teally no new development in Palestine. The paid 
agents of the Nazis and the unpaid but blind 
agents of Moscow, have been fighting together 
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for several years against-the Jewish working class 
and the foundations of democracy in Palestine. 

Under the new conditions it will be impossible 
for the English bureaucracy in Palestine to remain 
the secret third partner of the Mufti and his com- 
munist allies. The English officials in Palestine 
will be compelled at last to fight for their own 
country, and this means to come out on the side 
of the Jewish people. The German-Russian 
treaty and the war have rendered the position 
clear also in Palestine. It is the duty of the Jew- 
ish people to aid Democracy against Hitler and 
his allies, but without harboring any illusions. The 
Jewish people can never forget the difference be- 
tween the English people and the authors of the 
White Paper. During this emergency the Jews 
will be faithful friends of England and the Eng- 
lish people, but they will not cease for one mo- 
ment to condemn the politics of the White Paper 
and its authors. The friend of the Jews is that 
England which is represented by Churchill and 
Greenwood, and not the England of Chamberlain 
and MacDonald. 


In France the consequences of the Russian- 
German treaty and of the war will be similar to 
the development within the British Empire. The 
Right-Wing friends of Hitler have lost their po- 
litical basis, and the pro-fascist and anti-Semitic 
groups are doomed. If there had been a longer 
continuation of the pro-Hitler politics, the de- 
mocratic constitution of France would also have 
been completely destroyed, and anti-Semitism 
would have become a serious danger. It is not 
yet clear to-day on which lines the necessary re- 
construction of French Democracy will be made. 

People joked that Stalin, by making the treaty 
with Hitler, has entered the anti-comintern front. 
Nevertheless, there is no danger that the new 
friendship between Soviet-Russia and Nazi Ger- 
many will bring a rise of anti-Semitism in Russia 
itself. The position of foreign politics within 
Soviet-Russia is different from the relations be- 
tween Home politics and Foreign politics within 
the other big powers. The leading idea of Russia 
to-day is to build the so-called socialism within its 
own borders. Russia looks on the foreign coun- 
tries only from the point of view of possible help 
or disturbance they can offer. But the average 
Russian, from Stalin down to the Party secretary 
in a village somewhere in Siberia, does not dif- 
ferentiate between England and Germany, Amer- 
ica and Italy. They make or break treaties with 
them as they think it will be useful to Soviet-Rus- 
sia, but the fundamental principles of Soviet po- 
litics will never be changed according to a tem- 
porary foreign treaty. The traditional history 
of Russia has rendered anti-Semitism identical 
with the rule of the Czarist White Guards. There- 
fore, any move toward anti-Semitism in Russia 
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would be identical with the capitulation of the 
present regime. 

On the other hand, the new friendship between 
Hitler and Stalin has not lessened the danger for 
the German Jews. It is painful to think of the 
condition of the Jews in Germany, in Aus- 
tria and in Czechoslovakia, who are ex- 
posed to every whim of the brutal Nazi 
rulers. The danger for the Polish Jews will be 
corresponding if the Nazi army can make further 
progress on the Eastern Front. Every true demo- 
crat and every class conscious worker in all the 
countries of the world will hope that this war will 
bring the end of Nazism, but the Russian-German 
treaty makes the result of this war doubtful. How- 
ever, one fact is absolutely certain, when Hitler 
sent his Foreign Minister to Moscow, he shook 
the foundations of Nazi Philosophy. The German 
people will no longer believe one word on the 


Out of the Waves 


N A BEACH in Palestine some weeks ago 
children and adults gayly sunning them- 
selves suddenly saw an astonishing thing. A little 
boat with eight unkempt people in it was struggl- 
ing to reach the shore. Instantaneously—almost 
automatically those who were there, say—a hush 
fell over the beach; even the kindergarten chil- 
dren understood at once and hurried glances 
searched the neighborhood for soldiers or police. 
There were none, and a dozen young men jumped 
into the water waist-high and came back carrying 
the eight men and women and the little boat full of 
vermin and mouldy bread. “We thought we were 
coming to Egypt,’ murmured the oldest man 
kissing the sand tremulously. But it was no time 
for words. The eight in their ragged bathing suits 
were carried off to nearby houses, and the incident 
was related afterwards only within closed doors. 
The life of the beach became normal and carefree 
again but the smile on every face has an indescrib- 
able radiant happiness in it. 

It was a nation’s life that was summed: up in 
the events of those few minutes—the enormity of 
the tragedy that has covered the Mediterranean 
with wretched cargoes of Central European Jews 
to whom the world and even their ‘National 
home”’ are closed, and, on the other hand, the 
unique place which that national home occupies, 
despite all obstacles, in the salvation of refugees. 
Even in the numerical sense the role of Palestine 
is unparalleled. On the basis of undoubtedly in- 
complete information the British Government esti- 
mates that 18,000 illegal immigrant entered the 
country in the months following the publication 
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evils of Bolshevism and Marxism which had been 
uttered by Hitler, Goebbels and Goering during 
the last years. There is sure to be a revival of 
left-wing Nazism, of the National-Bolshevist 
school whose heads had been the brothers Stras. 
ser. Hitler’s Government is going forward with 
great strides on the path of planned state capital. 
ism or state socialism. There is an old Greek 
legend of the God of the winds who had hidden 
all the storms within his closed bag and one day 
by a mistake the bag was opened and the world 
was swept by a dreadful tempest. Hitler has done 
the same by the treaty with the Bolsheviks; he has 
opened the bag with the storms. It is not yet 
clear how this war will end, but it is certain that 
a period of dreadful struggle in Germany between 
conservatives and radicals, between the friends 
of authoritarianism and the proponents of dissolu. 
tion Is in store. 







® by Shulamith Schwarh 


of the White Paper. But there is another, very 
significant side to the question, something that is 
perhaps more important than numbers and that 
was forecast long ago by Zionist theoreticians. 
The refugee who comes to Palestine comes home, 
to his national place, to a Jewish community eager 
to grow, prepared as one man to make sacrifices 
in order to absorb the newcomers. The refugee 
who manages to make his way to other countries 
is received compassionately, sympathetically—but 
always with the disturbing realization that as the 
number of Jews in the country grows anti-Semit 
ism grows with it. It is the same at all the ends 
of the earth. This little woman from Colombia 
you meet in Tel-Aviv tells you sadly that the 
handful of Eastern European Jews in her native 
country were both prosperous and tolerated—til 
the recent advent of Central European Jews. And 
it is no secret that the Jewish communities in such 
places as Holland and Switzerland are so pathet- 
cally anxious to get rid of their refugee guests 
that they will pay as much as five hundred dol- 
lars per person to agencies, boats, anyone and any- 
thing that will take Jews away. 

The special nature of Palestine and the special 
nature of contemporary Jewish distress are thus 
doing, at least to a considerable extent, what 
analysts of the White Paper prophesied: they are 
making its restrictions on immigration non-realiz- 
able. More and more British public and parlia 
mentary opinion is beginning to echo the pro 
nounciation of the Jewish Agency: “It is not the 
immigrants who are illegal but the Government.” 
What applies to the White Paper applies with 
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even more force to Mr. MacDonald’s own viola- 
tion of the White Paper, the ban on legal im- 
migration for the six months from October to 
March. And in the meantime Palestinian Jewry 
is taking a new and almost unbearable burden on 
itself. It must find homes and work for the 
thousands who come illegally, exhausted and de- 
pressed and in almost every case penniless. That 
is no easy matter particularly in a country that is 
suffering from economic depression. Three hun- 
dred pounds a month are contributed by the Ger- 
man Department of the Jewish Agency; the rest 
—thousands more—comes from the contributions 
of individuals. Agricultural schools have taken 
tens of children from Czechoslovakia and Ger- 
many for a four months course in farming and 
Hebrew; they furnished the children gratis with 
instruction and living accommodations and even 
give them pocket-money. Groups of others have 
been sent to villages—particularly those settled 
by German Jews—taken into private homes, and 
provided with group instruction similar to that 
worked out for the Youth Aliyah. A Danzig group 
has been taken into a Galilean colony on the same 
terms as Youth Aliyah children. Naturally much 
more money than the community can raise is 
needed for the successful adjustment of all the 
children, but it is the adults that present the grav- 
est problem. A certain proportion of the new 
immigration comes from Halutz groups abroad 
and is prepared to enter Palestinian life at once, 
but the former judges and doctors and merchants 
and even members of parliaments you may meet 
any day, are not. The younger ones are being 
systematically absorbed in the villages, the older 
ones have a weary way before them and the 
Agency will have somehow to find funds to help 
Palestinian Jewry develop new industries and 
find new opportunities for absorbing what may in 
the end prove to be very useful human material. 


There is, as every newspaper reader is aware, 
an almost incredibly dark side to this matter of 
illegal immigration. A large number of the ship- 
ments are made by thoroughly unscrupulous 
agents, both Gentile and Jewish, and huge sums 
are paid for ships that break down, burn, never 
reach any destination. Even more appalling to 
the Jewish world is the revolting story of those 
ships whose journey is arranged for and directed 
by the Revisionists. The details related by pas- 
sengers after their arrival in Palestine show what 
fruit sadism learnt in Nazi concentration camps 
can bear among its own victims. The Revision- 
ist directors of the ship walk about armed with 
whips which they use to enforce their arbitrary rul- 
ings. The slightest “‘offence”’ is punished by starva- 
tion for a day, hanging from the mast or other 
forms of torture. The directors and their favorites 
eat special food and sleep in the cabins and salons. 
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The rest of the passengers are herded into dark 
holes far below deck and given a- poor minimum 
diet for which they pay many times over—and 
invariably at the end of every voyage great quanti- 
ties of fruit and canned foods, kept from the hun- 
gry passengers all along, are thrown overboard 
unused. 


It takes weeks and sometimes longer for peo- 
ple to recover from the effects of those many 
months of privation, humiliation and fear, but 
those who reach Palestine are the fortunate ones. 
What of the thousands on ships that cannot land, 
of the hundreds—to take examples known to all 
of us—in a concentration camp in the Lebanon 
or starving on the island of Rhodes after their 
ship went up in flames? And what of the tens of 
thousands left to starve to death in Central Eu- 
rope, their only sustenance the soup and coffee 
the Joint Distribution Committee must spend 
many millions on annually? Could Palestine— 
though obviously it cannot take all the Jewish re- 
fugees of the world even if it were permitted to— 
help solve the general problem? A plan presented 
at the recent conference of the Palestinian Labor 
Party makes an unusually interesting suggestion, 
even though its most ardent proponents are fully 
aware of all the practical difficulties involved. 
Twenty million dollars, the analysis runs, are to 
be raised in America this year for overseas needs, 
a fourth or fifth of the sum for Palestine and all 
the rest for relief in Central Europe. Even if 
the Evian plan to evacuate all young Jews from 
Central Europe within five years works out, mil- 
lions will have to be spent annually to keep the 
prospective emigrants alive until their turn comes 
—not to mention the older persons condemned to 
die at home. 60 or 70,000 are scheduled to emi- 
grate each year, 30,000 to America, 15,000 to 
Australia, 15,000 to South America, 10,000 to 
Palestine. What will happen to them as they 
wait for their visas? They will become physically 
and mentally broken, being unemployed and un- 
dernourished in a hostile environment. In the 
meantime, the Nazi Government will be receiving 
much-needed foreign money, and Palestinian con- 
structive efforts will be hindered by lack of neces- 
sary funds. If only all the 350,000 could be kept 
in Palestine till their turn to go elsewhere came, 
all the problems would be solved at once. They 
would not be settlers nor would they enter into 
the economic life of the country; they would live 
in special camps and be trained in agriculture and 
crafts. As soon as each individual’s visa was re- 
ceived, he would leave for the country in question, 
prepared for his future in that country. Those 
who were to remain in Palestine, would at once 
enter Palestinian life when ‘their time came, and 
every effort would of course be made all along 
to have the number of certificates for Palestine 
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increased. The economic benefit to Palestine 
would be enormous: the millions that, when spent 
for relief in Europe, strengthen the hands of 
Hitler, would, when maintaining camps in Pales- 
tine, establish Palestinian agriculture and industry 
on a sound basis, actually build up the country 
and make further settlement financially possible. 
Of course English consent to such a plan seems 
out of the question, but just because England is 
so unjust to Zionist efforts now it might perhaps 
be unable to refuse a suggestion which is essentially 
concerned with the refugee problem and has noth- 
ing to do with Zionism as such. 


The best laid plans of all mankind may lose 
their entire pertinence in the face of the universal 
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catastrophe of a major war and it is in full aware- 
ness of that fact that the Zionist Congress is to 
convene. The problems that face it are tremend- 
ous: how to find funds to absorb a large immigra- 
tion which from September to March will have to 
be all illegal; how to fight unemployment in Pales- 
tine; how to support and strengthen Palestinian 
agriculture and industry and aid the hard-pressed 
citriculturists; how to go on with land purchase 
and settlement and put the fifty settlements es- 
tablished in the last three years on their feet— 
more than five million dollars are needed for the 
above. In any other circumstances these might 
seem impossible tasks, but this, as someone has 
said, is our decisive fight for life itself, for the 
right to survive, and nothing is impossible then. 


When Facing Danger 


I. 
HE WORLD is suspended in balance between 


peace and war. Sometimes there seems ;to 
be hope that war will be averted after all; some- 
times it looks as if war would start very soon. 
Most people hate war because it is destructive and 
senseless. On the other hand, those who are in- 
terested in democracy realize that there is but 
one of two alternatives, either to live as slaves 
under fascism, or to be ready to die for democ- 
racy. Thus the heart of every freedom-loving 
person wavers between two opposite poles, and 
even more so the heart of the Jew. If the Jew 
is not a dreamer, he realizes what additional 
horrors he has to expect from both war and 
peace. In every European war the Jews have 
fought and died .for their countries, and in ad- 
dition have been picked out for maltreatment 
both by friend and enemy. I am afraid this ad- 
ditional Jewish plight will be worse than ever 
before. There is little doubt that the German 
Jew who has been deprived of all means of live- 
lihood and is now carefully excluded from the 
army, will nevertheless have ample chances to 
die for this very German “fatherland” in the 
next war, as he did in the last. Already, German 
newspapers, in other words the German govern- 
ment, suggest the formation of special Jewish 
battalions to be used in places of particularly 
great danger. With German machine guns in 
back, they will have to fight the enemy in front. 
The situation of the Jews in Italy and Hungary 
will not be much different, and certainly they will 
be the first to feel the scarcity of food. I am 
afraid that the situation of the great Jewish 
population of Poland, a country which at present 
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stands on the other side of the fence, will not be 
much better. 

But how does peace look to the Jew, a peace, in 
which one country after the other seems to be 
gradually drawn into the orbit of Nazi domina- 
tion or Fascist ideology? Today Nazi Germany 
is, doubtless, the greatest European power, hav- 
ing swallowed Austria, Czechoslovakia, and one 
might add Italy, which for all practical purposes 
can be considered as ruled by the German Gesta- 
po. In all these countries, including Hungary, the 
outlawing of the Jews has of course been firmly 
established. Not less disastrous is the spreading 
of Nazi ideology which in times of peace is easily 
disseminated. Today in every country of the 
world, not only influential Nazi agents, but also 
powerful groups of citizens believe in the fascist 
creed, and the greater the economic difficulties 
in those countries, the greater the number of ad- 
herents to this gospel: As to the Jews, fascism 
necessarily means persecution and, at least, the 
establishment of a ghetto. Jews have been recog- 
nized as human beings only since the ideas of the 
American and the French revolutions became 
dominant, particularly the idea of the basic equal- 
ity of men. Jewish rights are inseparably bound 
to this philosophy of equality. A basic principle 
of Nazism is the inequality of men. It there- 
fore, of necessity, denies equal rights to the Jews. 

Thinking in this way of peace and war, what 
then should the Jew hope for? Should he hope 
for peace with the likelihood of the spreading of 
fascism, including torture and destruction of the 
Jew, or should he hope for the disaster of war? 
The Jews are but a small atom in a turbulent 
world, their fate is decided by all-powerful forces, 
which may seem beyond the sphere of their in- 
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fluence. Thus the Jew might well ask himself: 
What shall we do? Shall we fall down and cry 
aloud, “Shema Yisroel,” as our fathers did 
again and again when facing death and destruc- 
tion? Little else seems to be left to the Jews in 
certain European countries. But for the rest of 
the Jews there is still time for thought and action. 

I suppose many feel as deeply as I do that ac- 
tion is what we need in Jewish life today. My 
generation in Europe has gone through four 
years of war, followed by years of grave economic 
disturbances and revolutions. It does not look 
as if the next ten years are going to be more quiet 
and comfortable. The Jewish problem will cer- 
tainly be no less serious. 

If it has ever been a question whether the 
Jewish problem is an individual or a social one, 
a clear-cut answer was provided by the S. A. men 
in the streets of Vienna who beat with steel rods 
any Jew irrespective of his past conduct or status. 
Jews all over the world now recognize that the 
Jewish problem is a social problem. Thus we will 
have to turn to sociology and social-psychology, 
if we wish to get scientific help for its solution. 
Scientifically the Jewish problem has to be treated 
as a case of an underprivileged minority. In the 
Diaspora the Jew does not enjoy the same op- 
portunities as the majority. The degree and kind 
of restrictions imposed upon him vary greatly 
in different countries and at different times. Some- 
times he is practically outlawed. At other times 
the restrictions are merely social in nature, with- 
out much hindrance in occupational and political 
life. Frequently some parts of the Jewish popula- 
tion enjoy better conditions than parts of the non- 
Jewish population. By and large, however, the 
Jewish group as a whole has the status of an un- 
derprivileged minority. 

It should be understood that any underprivi- 
leged minority is preserved as such by the more 
privileged majority. The emancipation of the 
Jews from the ghetto has not been accomplished 
by Jewish action, but was brought about by a 
change in the needs and sentiments of the major- 
ity. Today again, it can easily be shown how any 
increase or decrease in the economic difficulties 
of the majority increases or decreases the pressure 
upon the Jewish minority. This is one of the 
reasons why Jews everywhere are necessarily in- 
terested in the welfare of the majority among 
whom they live. 

It has been recognized long ago, that the basis 
of anti-Semitism is partly the need of the majority 
for a scapegoat. Frequently in modern history it 
is not the majority as such but an autocratic group 
ruling the majority which needs the scapegoat as 
as a means of distracting the masses. The most 
striking recent example is Mussolini’s sudden at- 
tack on the Italian Jews against whom practically 
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no anti-Semitic feeling had existed before. The 
same Mussolini, who but a few years ago was 
favorably disposed toward Zionism, found it 
wise to follow Hitler’s example, or he may have 
been forced by Hitler to do so. Certainly nothing 
in the conduct of Italian Jewry has given the 
slightest cause for this change. Here again, the 
need of the majority or of their ruling “elite” 
alone has determined the fate of Jewish com- 
munity. 

The Jew might as well realize that these hap- 
penings are practically independent of good or 
bad behavior on his part. There is nothing more 
erroneous than the belief of many Jews that there 
would be no anti-Semitism if only every Jew 
behaved properly. One might even say that it is 
the good behavior of the Jews, their hard work, 
their efficiency and success as businessmen, physi- 
cians, and lawyers, which give momentum to the 
anti-Semitic drive. Anti-Semitism cannot be 
stopped by the good behavior of the individual 
Jew, because it is not an individual, but a social 
problem. 

How little relation exists between Jewish 
conduct and anti-Semitism is well illustrated by 
the way the majority shifts its official reasons for 
maltreatment. For hundreds of years the Jews 
have been persecuted for religious. reasons. To- 
day racial theories serve as pretext. The reasons 
are easily changed according to whatever seems 
to be the most efficient argument at the moment. 
I have been told that in this country one of the 
most influential associations of manufacturers is 
working with two types of pamphlets. One of 
these pamphlets, used when a group of workers 
or middle-class people are approached, pictures 
the Jew as a capitalist and as an international 
banker. But if the same propagandist speaks to 
an audience of manufacturers, he uses a pamphlet 
which pictures the Jews as communists. 

The Jew answering accusations, should realize 
that they are but a surface, below which deeper 
social problems are hidden even in those cases 
when the argument is put forth in good faith. The 
need of the majority for a scapegoat grows out 
of tension, e.g. from an economic depression. 
Scientific experiments prove that this need is par- 
ticularly strong in tensions which are due to an 
autocratic regime. No “logical” argument will 
destroy these basic forces. One cannot hope to 
combat Father Coughlin efficiently by telling every- 
body how good the Jews are. 

More than words of self-defense are necessary 
to change social reality. Certainly Jews will have 
to try everything to ally themselves with any 
other force seriously fighting fascism. Being but 
few in number it is incumbent upon us to try to 
win the help of other groups. However, the Jew 
will have to realize that for him as well as for 
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any other underprivileged group the following 
statement holds: Only the efforts of the group it- 
self will achieve the emancipation of the group. 

There is one field of action left to the Jew, 
where the results depend mainly upon himself. 
This is the field of Jewish life. 


Il. 


What makes the Jews a group and what makes 
an individual a member of the Jewish group? 
I know, that many Jews are deeply concerned, and 
puzzled by this problem. They have no clear 
answer and their whole life is in danger of be- 
coming meaningless, as it has become meaningless 
for thousands of German half-Jews and quarter- 
Jews who must face fate without knowing why. 
Historically this problem is relatively new to the 
Jew. There has been a time, only one hundred 
and fifty years ago, when even in Germany belong- 
ing to the Jewish group was an accepted and un- 
questioned fact. During the time of the ghetto Jews 
might have been under pressure as a group; the 
individual Jew, however, had a social unit to 
which he clearly belonged. The Jews in Poland, 
Lithuania and other Eastern European countries 
have maintained what might be termed a national 
life which gave to the individual a “social home.” 
When coming to America, the Eastern Jews 
brought much of this group life with them. They 
have kept alive the inner cohesive forces of the 
group. 

It is well to realize that every underprivileged 
minority group is kept together not only by co- 
hesive forces among its members but also by the 
boundary which the majority erects against the 
crossing of an individual from the minority to the 
majority group. It is in the interest of the ma- 
jority to keep the minority in its underprivileged 
status. There are minorities which are kept to- 
gether almost entirely by such a wall around them. 
The members of these minorities show certain 
typical characteristics resulting from this situa- 
tion. Every individual likes to gain in social 
status. Therefore the member of an underprivi- 
leged group will try to leave it for the more 
privileged majority. In other words, he will try 
to do what in the case of Negroes is called “‘pass- 
ing’, in the case of Jews, “assimilation”. It 
would be an easy solution of the minority prob- 
lem of it could be done away with through in- 
dividual assimilation. Actually, however, such a 
solution is impossible for any underprivileged 
group. Equal rights for women could not be at- 
tained by one after the other being granted the 
right to vote; the Negro problem cannot be 
solved by individual “passing”. A few Jews 


might be fully accepted by non-Jews. This chance, 
however, is today more meager than ever and 
certainly it is absurd to believe that fifteen million 
Jews can sneak over the boundary one by one. 
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What then is the situation of a member of a 
minority group kept together merely by the re- 
pulsion of the majority? The basic factor in his 
life is his wish to cross this insuperable boundary. 
Therefore, he lives almost perpetually in a state 
of conflict and tension. He dislikes or even hates 
his own group because it is nothing but a burden 
to him. Like an adolescent who does not wish to 
be a child any longer but who knows that he is 
not accepted as an adult, such a person stands 
at the border-line of his group, being neither here 
nor there. 
characteristics of a marginal man who does not 
know where he belongs. A Jew of this type will 
dislike everything specifically Jewish, for he will 
see in it that which keeps him away from the ma- 
jority for which he is longing. He will show dis- 
like for those Jews who are outspokenly so and 
will frequently indulge in self-hatred. 


There is one more characteristic peculiar to 
minority groups kept together merely by outside 
pressure as contrasted with the members of a 
minority who have a positive attitude towards 
their own group. The latter group will have an 
organic life of its own. It will show organization 
and inner strength. A minority kept together only 
from outside is in itself chaotic. It is composed 
of a mass of individuals without inner relations 
with each other, a group unorganized and weak. 


Historically, the Jews living in the Diaspora 
were kept together partly by the inner cohesive 
forces of the group and partly by the pressure 
of hostile majorities. The importance of these 
two factors has varied at different times 
and in different countries. In some parts of 
Eastern Europe the positive attitude has been 
strengthened by cultural superiority to the en- 
vironment. In this country the positive attitude 
is also strong as yet. We should not, however, be 
blind to the fact that for quite a number of Jews 
“being forced together” has become the dominant, 
or at least an important, aspect of their inner rela- 
tion to Judaism. | 

I have heard Jewish students in the Middle- 
West say that they feel more like non-Jewish 
Midwesterners than like Jews from New York. 
Since the religious issue has lost importance for 
Jews and Gentiles alike, there does not exist an 
easily tangible difference between both groups. 
To preach Jewish religion or nationalism to such 
Jews is not likely to have any deep effect. To 
speak about the glorious history and culture of 
the Jewish people will not convince them either. 
They would not want to sacrifice their lives and 
happiness to things past. In places with a 
limited Jewish population, and particularly among 
the adolescents, one finds many who are 
utterly bewildered about why and in what respect 
they belong to the Jewish group. One might be 
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able to help some of them by explaining that it 
is not similarity or dissimilarity of individuals that 
constitutes a group, but interdependence of fate. 
Any normal group, and certainly any developed 
and organized one contains and should contain 
individuals of very different character. Two mem- 
bers of one family might be less alike than two 
members of different families; but in spite of 
differences in character and interest, two indi- 
viduals will belong to the same group if their 
fates are interdependent. Similarly in spite of 
divergent opinions about religious or political 
ideas, two persons might still belong to the same 
group. 

It is easy enough to see that the common fate of 
all Jews makes them a group in reality. One 
who has grasped this simple idea will not feel 
that he has to break away from Judaism alto- 
gether whenever he changes his attitude toward a 
fundamental Jewish issue, and he will become 
more tolerant of differences of opinion among 
Jews. What is more, a person who has learned 
to see how much his own fate depends upon the 
fate of his entire group, will be ready and even 
eager to take over a fair share of responsibility 
for its welfare. This realistic understanding of 
the sociological facts is very ‘important for es- 
tablishing a firm social ground, especially for 
those who have not grown up in a Jewish environ- 


ment. 
III. 


I have already mentioned that problems of an 
underprivileged minority are directly related to 
the conditions of the majority. Anxious to retain 
a friendly attitude on the part of the majority, 
important sections of Jewry try to avoid aggres- 
siveness and tend to hush-up disagreeable events. 
The motive behind this policy is partly—but only 
partly—correct. Jews should clearly distinguish 
two situations, one dealing with friends and neut- 
rals and the other dealing with enemies. It is a 
clear symptom of maladjustment for a person to 
relate everything to Jewish questions and to bring 
up the Jewish problem in every situation. But to 
keep quiet in regard to Jewish questions where 
it would be natural to discuss them, is no less a 
sign of maladjustment. Experience shows that on 
the whole, non-Jews are less sensitive to an over- 
emphasis of one’s Jewishness than to the tendency 
of aping things non-Jewish. A member of a min- 
ority who emphasizes his belonging to it, ob- 
viously does not try to sneak over the borderline, 
and therefore does not need to be rejected. Those 
members of the minority, however, whose con- 
duct seems to imply an effort to “pass”, will pro- 
voke immediate counteraction. 

Loyalty to the Jewish group therefore furthers 
rather than hinders friendly relations with non- 
Jews. Both natural relations between human be- 
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ings and the political interest of the Jews demand 
the establishment of friendly bonds with as many 
groups and individuals of the majority as possible. 

However, the Jews should also be clear about 
those situations in which friendly approaches are 
out of place. Friendliness is no appropriate re- 
sponse to an aggressor. In recent years we have 
seen in world politics how undignified, morally 
distasteful and unwise is the policy of appeasing 
an aggressor. It is both shameful and stupid to 
talk to a man who is determined to destroy you. 
For the enemy such friendly talk means only that 
your are either too weak or too cowardly to fight 
him. We should not be mistaken about the fol- 
lowing point either: the onlooker, who is not yet 
prejudiced, might be won over and brought to 
sympathize with an individual or a group of peo- 
ple who fight back with all their power against 
an aggressor, while he will show very little sym- 
pathy for people who bow to an insult. Britain 
has felt the truth of this simple observation 
rather keenly within the last two years. 


I hope that Jews in America will recognize this 
truth before it is too late. There are now many 
among us who adopt the attitude of “talking 
things over” and “getting together’ without the 
necessary discrimination. This attitude is entirely 
correct and advisable with friends and neutrals, 
but not if we have to deal with groups which have 
made up their mind to destroy us. 


The. Jew will have to realize, and he will have 
to realize it fast, that in fighting Nazis and their 
allies it does not pay to be polite. There is only 
one way to fight an enemy, and this is to return 
blow for blow, to strike back immediately, and if 
possible, harder. Everywhere the Nazis have 
been careful to keep their actions inside the for- 
mal law with the purpose of depriving their ene- 
mies of the protection of the law. But aside from 
this, Jews can expect to get active help from others 
only if they themselves show that they have the 
courage and the determination to stand up for a 
fight of self-defense. Jews will have to adapt 
themselves to a new scale of risks in their daily 
action. The situation of world Jewry seems to 
leave only one choice open: The choice between 
living like the Jews in Germany, Austria, Czecho- 
slovakia, which means living as slaves, doomed to 
starvation and suicide, or being ready to fight 
with all means required and, if necessary, to die 
in this fight for freedom and against extermina- 
tion. 

This choice is not a pleasant one, and it may 
seem particularly depressing to young people. 
But the young will understand that it is more 
honest, more dignified and more in line with the 
spirit of both Judaism and Americanism, to react 
promptly and vigorously against the first insult 
than to wait until the enemy has grown strong 
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enough to impose his will by force. To overlook 
insult may seem generous to the sophisticated 
mind. But in a situation like ours, where the very 
existence of the Jewish people is at stake, we can- 
not afford the luxury of this gesture. Aside from 
the moral issue, a man who does not show back- 
bone acts unwisely. He invites the bestiality of 
the mob which is always ready to have its brutal 
fun but is afraid to stick out its neck when it 
knows that it will be resisted. 


Such a fight in self-defense would be more 
than a self-centered act. It would have a direct 
bearing upon the struggle of the majority for the 
solution of their economic and political problems. 
We have emphasized that the fate of the Jews is 
bound up with the economic welfare of the ma- 
jority. Unfortunately, it will be impossible to 
solve the economic problem so long as under- 
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privileged minorities can provide cheap labor and 
political scapegoats. As matters stand today, the 
Jews as a group can hardly do anything more for 
the economic welfare of the country than to pre- 
vent the forces of fascism from using the suppres- 
sion of the Jews as a stepping stone towards the 
suppression of other racial and religious groups 
and the masses of the people in general. 

It would be a mistake to believe that the man 
who has made up his mind to be ready for any 
action and danger which fate might hold in store 
for him lives in a continuous stage of ten- 
sion, anxiety and stress, The opposite is true. 
Anxiety is characteristic of one who is confused 
and does not know what to do. One who faces 
danger rather than waits to be crushed under the 
enemy’s heel can again live in a clear atmosphere 
and is able to enjoy life even when surrounded by 
danger. 


A New Approach Is Needed 


NE GOES his way. One may have saved his 

own life. And yet, one’s heart is filled to 
overflowing thinkirig of the wreckage of Jewry 
which was left behind in Europe, and which is 
now the object of derision for the enemy who de- 
stroyed everything that was dear and sacred to 
us. 

At this particular moment, one chances upon a 
book that unravels the whole situation at one 
stroke. It does not bring salvation; that can be 
attained only through deeds. But, the book can 
teach a lesson; it can give the clue to the events 
that one has suffered; it can indicate the solution 
to the riddle which tantalizes us. 

It is not always the book itself that does it 
but the conclusion one may draw from the book. 
The ideas aroused by it have their effect. Those 
ideas may not even correspond with the author’s 
original intention. 

This has been my experience with Arthur Ro- 
senberg’s “Democracy and Socialism”.* This 
book gives an account (I begin with a striking 
example) of the great hopes that were once placed 
on universal suffrage. The ballot it was held, 
would improve the world and bring about a revo- 
lution in behalf of the disfranchised. The friends 
of the people believed in it since 1789, and the 
governments feared the ballot like the devil. 
Rosenberg relates that in his book which is an ex- 
cellent political history of the past 130 years. 

When finally universal suffrage was attained 
through the sacrifice of the best among men, it 


e Democracy and Socialism by Arthur Rosenberg. Alfred A. Knopf. $3.50. 
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was revealed to the astonishment of the entire 
world to be a bluff. 

Napoleon III introduced the practice of ‘“fix- 
ing” national elections and this procedure has re- 
mained the same to this day. The masses proved 
themselves to be incapable and lacking judgment. 
What a gigantic comedy; the people which was 
finally admitted to the voting booths could find 
nothing more urgent to do than call upon the 
Fascists who have deprived it of all the achieve- 
ments it had wrested in its struggle behind the 
barricades. The emancipated people has emas- 
culated itself with great enthusiasm and shouts 
of joy. 

When did this break actually happen? When 
occurred this tragic turn which crushed the civil 
liberties, destroyed the ideals of individuality and 
liberalism, and made all the social sciences and 
philosophies ridicule the word “liberal”? How 
did it lead to the frightful days that the Jews of 
Germany and Italy are now experiencing? Where 
are the actual springs of anti-Semitism which are 
now flooding the earth? Why did the period of 
relative tolerance which we have experienced 
end in such an outbreak of hatred? 


Rosenberg’s book does not speak of the Jew- 
ish question particularly but the things are related 
to each other. One may continue the thread of 
ideas that are stimulated by Rosenberg (assum- 
ing that after sleepless nights one still retains the 
faculty for contemplation and that despite all the 
calamities that have befallen the Jewish people 
one still has enough strength to think of diagnosis 
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and therapy). The decisive factor was the trans- 
formation of middle class capitalism into its pres- 
ent form — the tremendous concentration of 
monopoly capital. The older form of liberalism 
corresponded to the middle class capitalism of the 
relatively small enterprises. In the same category 
belong the parliamentary government of the Re- 
public or the Constitutional Monarchy, security 
of person and property against the encroachment 
of the authorities, freedom of speech, press, or- 
ganization and assembly. In this liberalism the 
individual was protected against the state; and the 
latter was not all powerful. The ruling upper 
class had indeed misused this liberalism for the 
suppression of the working class, yet cooperation 
between the liberal bourgeoisie and Social Democ- 
racy might have been attained, since, in the final 
analysis, the latter also sought freedom of the 
spirit and the individual, and was in this respect 
“liberal”. 


Herein lies the difficulty that was pointed out 
by the far-sighted Goethe when he said that only 
a charlatan could promise the people freedom and 
equality at the same time. These two slogans 
are mutually contradictory. Social equalization is 
attainable only by force, that is, by limitation of 
freedom, at least temporarily, in the interests of 
the whole. But this problem, which is perhaps 
capable of solution, was never brought to a head. 
It was overtaken by evolution. “The rule of 
monopoly emerged out of the capitalism of free 
competition.” That was also the fateful moment 
for Jewry. “The neo-liberalism of the 19th 
century, was only a transitory episode. It was a 
self-deception of the earlier industrial capitalist 
when he thought he might dispense with the es- 
sential features of capitalist economy, namely, 
with might and despotism. In the second half of 
the 19th century the owning class of all important 
modern countries has passed from liberalism to 
imperialism.” The neo-liberal entrepreneur want- 
ed peace, limitation of the State apparatus, secur- 
ity of civil freedom and the unhindered play of 
free competition. The modern monopoly capital- 
ist, on the other hand, wants a powerful state, 
with internal and external authority.” 


Thus we find among the population of every 
State three strata resting one on top of the other; 
the monopoly capitalists, the middle class bour- 
geoisie and the masses. The interpretation of 
events of the past war period is that the upper 
stratum has massed together the lower stratum 
in ever increasing numbers and has had the saga- 
city to use it for its own purposes to the exclusion 
of the middle group. The petty bourgeoisie which 
stood in between was crushed. The Jews had 
common interests with the petty bourgeoisie as well 
as with the masses such as the ideal of tolerance, 
universal human solidarity and democracy. But 
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the masses of several States were appropriated by 
the monopolistic upper stratum and were led astray 
into Fascism. The conquest of the masses by the 
upper class which proceeds in purposive fashion 
must of necessity affect the Jews and the ideals of 
individuality which they (as well as others) 
represent. 

The decisive factor is the fact that the imperial- 
ists have discovered the proper approach to the 
masses and have been able to dominate them. The 
masses do not feel it when they are deprived of 
freedom. They are indifferent to it. All they 
want is not to starve—and it seems that Fascism 
has actually succeeded in reducing unemployment 
in very large measure. That this was accomplished 
through tremendous sacrifice, is a subject for dis- 
cussion on another occasion. The makeshift char- 
acter of the Fascist pseudo-socialism shows how 
much the standard of living and of culture has 
been degraded and that the decrease of unemploy- 
ment is only a fictitious one. Meanwhile the masses 
are intoxicated with slogans and their instincts of 
revenge are let loose in anti-Semitism. This, too, 
is a form of social equality, even though it is un- 
just, irregular and, in the final analysis does not 
lead to a stable new order. It is a kind of sub- 
stitute-revolution which diverts the people’s wrath 
toward the Jews. However, the slogans become 
transformed into systems of anti-Semitism so that 
even our friends begin to believe that there must 
be some truth in them. To our ever increasing 
dismay ‘we thus find ourselves in a_ historical 
period in which the Jew and the ideals which are 
defended by him as well as by many people of 
other nations are exposed to a growing danger. 
A ruling upper stratum which has gained the in- 
discriminating mass as it ally and offered it many 
empty slogans and perhaps also a trace of actual 
alleviation, has hampered democracy for which 
it has substituted demagogy plus slavery. Only 
in a few states such as the great Western Democ- 
racies are there some groups and classes who fight 
the battle of the middle position of reason, in- 
dividual freedom, social progress and _ honest 
democratic education. 

We Jews can support this struggle through 
unity, determination, rejection of all illusions, and 
a clear sighted brave attitude in the democratic 
countries, and through the upbuilding of Palestine 
as a type of commonwealth that is in accord with 
our own nature. No time must be lost. If we do 
not produce the overwhelming forces necessary for 
the upbuilding of Palestine now, when we are so 
fully aware of the Jewish plight, we shall bear 
the guilt and tremendous responsibility for the 
future of our people. 

There is something dreadfully tragic in it, that 
we Jews are always too late. The individual Jew 
is occasionally the precursor of the evolution of 
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mankind but Jewry as a people is backward. At 
the time when all European peoples entered upon 
an idealistically moderate nationalism around the 
year 1800, we still maintained the fiction that 
the Jews were an entity without a national char- 
acter. This fiction is to some extent still prevalent 
among us, although a part of Jewry is becoming 
more and more converted through Zionism to a 
humane idealistic nationalism. However, the 
dynamic peoples have in the meantime passed 
from the humane nationalism of the idealistic 
liberal period to the reckless chauvinist-imperial- 
istic national idea. In order not to follow this 
false development, one must confront it in a de- 
cisive manner; one must recognize it and become 
oriented in a new world. The right way is to 
oppose the pseudo-Socialism of the Fascists with 
the proper education of the masses toward genuine 
socialism. We must force nationalism back into 
its humane confines, not only through propaganda 
in the countries of the Diaspora, but primarily by 
building in Palestine a commonwealth that is 
founded on these basic principles. 


The objections that were raised to my article 
“A Dangerous Question” (Jewish Frontier, Jan- 
uary, 1939) were numerous, but almost all of 
them were based on a misunderstanding. I did not 
say that the Jews should try to solve their own 
problems only, and should not be concerned with 
questions of universal progress. I merely pointed 
out that in the imperialistic age in which we find 
ourselves, it is becoming more and more difficult 
to decide as to whether we should fight our own 
battle or that of humanity as a whole, and that 
at present this question cannot be answered at all. 








All those who argued against me, presented my 
point of view as extremely isolationist, whereas | 
definitely assumed the position of “love from a 
distance’”—a dialectic point of view which tends 
to show the whole difficulty of the problem. This 
dialectic argument maintains: we cannot and we 
do not want to give up our faith in humanity as 
a whole, but we must keep at a distance from the 
nations and not impose our advice upon them, 
since that only arouses their hatred. The example 
of a just state that we shall establish in Palestine 
will be a thousand times more effective than the 
propaganda speeches delivered from the plat- 
forms of other nations whose conscience we are 
trying to awaken. If we realize this ideal in 
Palestine through this very policy of independence 
and by keeping at a distance, we shall bridge the 
abyss which-the masses, intoxicated with the fa- 
scism of this imperialistic age, have created be- 
tween us and the upright spirits among other 
nations. 


Under no circumstances (that we learn from 
Rosenberg’s book and that is what I wanted to 
emphasize in my article) can we apply now, in 
such restless, bloody days, when the world is 
goaded by imperialism, the same political meth- 
ods that we used in the relatively idyllic period of 
the liberal and tolerant capitalism of the past 
century. The old-fashioned phraseology must 
cease and something entirely new must begin! 
Otherwise we Jews shall perish. I wanted to warn 
that we cannot afford to use old arguments and 
obsolete methods. I hope that there are people 
among us who will heed this warning and under- 
stand it. 
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"HAROFE HAIVRI" 
“The Hebrew Medical Journal” 


The attention of the reading public is directed to 
the recent appearance of the HAROFE HAIVRI, the 
Hebrew Medical Journal, now entering its twelfth suc- 
cessful year of publication. This remarkable journal is 
unique in its scope and appeal, being of interest not only 
to the Hebrew-reading physician and laymen, but also to 
that vast group which, for one reason or another, is not 
conversant with the Hebrew tongue. 











Best Wishes for a Peaceful 
Prosperous New Year! 





Those who desire information of any sort, or who wish 
to subscribe, should communicate with: THE HEBREW 
MEDICAL JOURNAL, 983 Park Avenue, New York City. 
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Happy New Year 
New Year's Greetings 


from IRVING FEINBERG, President 


AMERICAN BEVERAGE CORPORATION 
BROOKLYN, NEW YORK 

The manufacturers of Dr. Brown’s Cel-Ray, the 
original. Celery Tonic, wish you a year of Peace 
and Prosperity. 

At the same time, we desire to express our deep-felt 
thanks to the Jewish public, both dealer and con- 
sumer, for their ever-increasing patronage of our 


Drink Dr. Brown’s Cel-Ray, the drink with the 
delicious celery flavor. 

We pledge ourselves to maintain the highest stand- 
ard of ‘quality in the New Year as in the past. 

And save the caps of Dr. Brown’s bottles for valuable 


AMERICAN BEVERAGE CORPORATION 
BROOKLYN, N. Y. 
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LESHANA TOVAH 


The National Officers of the League 
extend to our members and friends 
heartiest greetings and best wishes for 
a Happy New Year. In the midst of 
the conflagration in Europe and the 
conflicts in Palestine and the Near 
East, our work for the upbuilding of 
Eretz Israel goes on. In the past 
year, our pioneers have courageously 
defended their position in Palestine, 
established new colonies, developed 
industrial enterprises and built new 
homes for thousands of our people 
who fled the lands of their persecu- 
tion and found a haven of refuge in 
our homeland. We fervently hope 
that the coming year will bring honor- 
able peace to mankind as a whole, 
and give our people the opportunity 


to reconstruct itself in its own home- 


land as a free nation. We call upon 
our members and friends to resume 
their activities on behalf of the His- 
tadrut with renewed vigor and with 
faith in the justice of our cause and 
its ultimate realization. 


-RETURN OF CON- 


GRESS DELEGATION 

We greet Mr. Harry A. Harrison 
and Miss Marie Syrkin, the League 
delegates, together with the rest of the 
Labor Zionist delegation upon their 








A Gappy New Bear 
We Wish All Our Friends and Depositors 
A Year of Good Luck and Prosperity 
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return from the World Zionist Con- 
gress. They will present a report and 
their impressions of the Congress at 
the next meeting of the Administra- 
tion Committee, and at public gather- 
ings that will be arranged. 


NATIONAL CONVENTION 


The third national convention of the 
League which was announced to be 
held at the end of September in New 
York City, has been postponed to a 
later date, most likely, in January. This 
postponment has been considered ad- 
visable in order to allow more time 
for the chapters to resume their ac- 
tivities and better orient themselves 
in the problems that will be discussed 
at the convention. 


SUMMER SEMINAR 

The Seminar Camp of the League 
which was held at the Hechalutz Farm 
in Cream Ridge, N. J. concluded its 
fourth annual season with the Labor 
Day week-end. The program of lec- 
tures, concerts and social events was 
enjoyable and stimulating. The fol- 
lowing lecture series were given dur- 
ing the month of August. The lec- 
tures for July were reviewed in the 
last issue of the Jewish Frontier) Na- 
chum Guttman, spoke on the ‘“Hecha- 
lutz Movement,” Oscar Kritzer, on the 
“Anglo-Jewish Press in America”; Dr. 
U. Z. Engelman gave a series on “The 
Jewish Family” and “Jewish Christian 
Relationships in the Middle Ages’; 
B. Sherman, delivered six lectures on 
“Socialism, Communism and National- 
ism”, and Samuel Duker analyzed the 
structure and function of the “World 
Zionist Organization”, Dr. Ben M. 
Ededin spoke on “Jewish Communal 
Organization in America”, Abraham 
G. Duker, on “The Jews in the last 
World War,” and Dr. A. S. Kohanski 
discussed the “21st Zionist Congress.” 
In the course of the season, Mr. B. 
Checkoway gave Hebrew instruction 
to many of the guests. 


The concert program included class- 
ical music by Salvador Ley, pianist, 
dramatic presentations by Albert Klar, 
Palestinian actor, Hebrew Folk songs 
by Channah Amsterdam, soprano, and 
performances by Howard Shanet, Cel- 
list, and Lillian Zahn, guitarist-singer. 
An outstanding feature of the social 
and entertainment program was the 
participation of the guests in the 
community singing, the camp fires and 
the folk dances. Sara Kisch got a 
bright idea and, together with Miriam 
Guttman, arranged a Cabaret Night in 
Tel Aviv fashion. It was the talk of 
Cream Ridge. Max Bornstein was the 
“life of the party” on the Valley ball 
court. Musically gifted, Sigmund 
Schotz delighted the audience with his 
piano and accordion accompaniments. 





jromHEINZ 57 Varioties 


57 has been a good number for us. 
We hope that the year 5700 will 
bring in its wake such good tidings 
that it, too, will prove to be a for- 
tunate number. May it be a year 
of progress in Jewish history! 

We take this means of greeting 
our thousands of Jewish friends 
and customers at this solemn season. 

I 


E thank them for their 
loyalty to the 57 varieties. 
We shall always attempt to repay 
that loyalty by keeping to our 
standard of quality, which has 
guided us for the seventy years of 
our business life. 
To cement our relations still 
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further with the Jewish people of 
the United States, we have put 
more than 50 of our varieties under 
the supervision of the UNION OF 
ORTHODOX JEWISH CONGRE- 
GATIONS OF AMERICA. When 
you see the emblem of approval 
; on our labels, you know that 
the products 
are made in strict 
accord with all the 
laws of kashruth. 
Happy New Year! 


H. J. HEINZ CO. 
Pittsburgh, Pa. 
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The canoe rides on the lake were turn- 
ed into “music festivals” with Nina 
Medoff, Fay Blumberg, and the en- 
semble blending their voices in har- 
monies of songs. A dramatic scene 
depicting the defense of a Kvutzah 
in Palestine was presented by Albert 
Klar, with Sylvia Wecker, Nehemiah 
Checkoway and members of Habonim 
as participants. The performance left 
an indelible impression on the au- 
dience. 

The Seminar also became a popular 
place for group outings. The Herzl 
Club of the Jewish National Workers’ 
Alliance and the Social Workers and 
the Kadimah chapters of the League 
came out for a week-end. The Pioneer 
Women’s Organization of the New 
York Region arranged a Pioneer Wo- 
men’s Day at which Dvorah Rothhard 
spoke. 

The staff worked in harmony under 
the direction of Dr. A. S. Kohanski, 
assisted by Nachum Guttman and Ya- 
kov Ricus. Tasty meals were pre- 
pared by Mrs. Eva Ccheckoway, a cha- 
vera of the Boston Pioneer Women, 
assisted by members of the Hechalutz 
Farm. Members of the farm took 
good care of the house and dining 
room. Other assistants in the work 
were Jack Schonebaum, Milton Al- 
schuler and the registrar, Joseph 
Scherer. Help in the dining room also 


came from volunteers, Mrs. Kahn, 


Rita Cunitz, Irene Cohen and Shirley 
Hectman. What is memorable about 
the Seminar is its congeniality and 
friendliness and its spirit of pioneer- 
ing Palestine which are reflected not 
only in the lecture series, but in the 
concerts and socials and in the entire 
program. ‘ 


NEW PUBLICATIONS 
Handbook of Labor Zionism, pub- 
lished by the Poale Zion, edited by 
Moshe Cohen, gives a concise and au- 
thentic description of the constituent 
organizations of the Labor Zionist 
movement, its history and background 
and valuable information on Pales- 
tine, the World Zionist Congress and 
other related material. ; 

(274 p. Paper bound—$.75; de 
luxe—$1.10.) 

The Growth of Modern Hebrew 
Literature, by Hillel Bavli (published 
by the Hebrew Pen Club in New 
York) depicts the leading figures in 
Modern Hebrew Literature. Written 
in beautiful, clear English, the book- 
let offers very interesting and instruc- 
tive reading material for the unini- 
tiated in Hebrew. (23 p. 15c). 

The Communists in Palestine (The 
Mufti’s Communist Alies) by Bezalel 
Sherman, published by the League for 
Labor Palestine, is a timely pamphlet 
on the role of the Comintern in try- 
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ing to obstrubt the progress of libera- 
tion of the Jewish people in Palestine. 
The material is documented from au- 
thentic Soviet and communist pub- 
lications. (32 p. 5c). 

Rebuilding Palestine by Dr. B. M. 
Edidin, is a useful handbook on the 
development of the Jewish Yishub 
in Palestine in all its phases, bringing 
events up to date including the fate- 
ful “White Paper”. ($1.50). 

Order all these publications at the 
office of the League for Labor Pales- 
tine, 275—7th Avenue, New York 


City. 
YOUTH DELEGATION 
ARRIVED FROM 
PALESTINE 


The work of the Labor Zionist 
Youth Movement in this country was 
given a strong stimulus through the 
arrival in this country of a delegation, 
sent by the Labor Movement in 
Palestine. 

For some time now, the youth 
groups in America have endeavored 
to procure the service of a large dele- 
gation which would aid it in its work. 
Simultaneously, with the destruction 
of the Jewish communities in Central 
and Eastern Europe, the realization 
has grown in Palestine that America 
is coming to the fore as the future 
source of great Zionist pioneering 
energy. The present delegation—three 
of the seven delegates have already 
arrived—is meant to be the first step 
in the great offensive upon young 
Jewish America. 

Who are the delegates? 

Zev Chernietsky of Tel Aviv is a 
well-known poet of children’s songs, 
one of the pioneers and one of the 
best known teachers of the labor 
school system in Palestine. Shalom 
Wurm of Beth Alfa was once before 
entrusted with a mission to a youth 
movement when he was sent for a 
two-year’s stay in Germany in 1933, 
to help organize the German Hecha- 
lutz on a mass basis so as to enable 
it to prepare the mass exodus of Jew- 
ish youth from Hitlerland. Moshe 
Levin of Afikim—where a consider- 
able number of American chalutzim 
is concentrated—is a teacher in the 
Central Labor School of the Jordan 
Valley at Degania, with considerable 
experience in youth organization be- 
hind him. 

These three, and the others who are 
to follow, come to this country for a 
considerable period of time. Most of 
them will be stationed in key cities— 
New York, Chicago, Los Angeles, 
Boston—while the others will guide 
the general organizational and educa- 
tional policies of the movement. 

The Labor Day Weekend member- 
ship conference of the Young Poale 
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A Country Estate in the Scenic Hills 
of Westchester Co. 

Spacious modern house. Enchanting scenery. 
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Ditch the commonplace and make life 
unforgettable at this mountaintop 
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Zion Alliance and Habonim at Camp 
Kvutza in Accord, N. Y., marks the 
first occasion when the delegates will 
have the opportunity, in the presence 
of over 100 members from all over 
the country, to scrutinize the method- 
ology in the children’s groups, to 
clarify general organizational policies 
and to map out a program of work. 
A fruitful year ahead for the Labor 
Zionist youth movement in America 
can be presaged. 


DAK ON — wr} NID 
When In 


TEL AVIV 


Stop on the 
Seashore at 


HOTEL FISH 


“The Center of English-Speaking Jews"’ 


Modern Conveniences, Operated by 
Americans, Patronized by Leading 
Jews, American Table and Hygiene 











Abraham Fish, C. C. N. Y. ‘14, looks 
forward to 
on their visits 


greeting fellow alumni 
to Eretz Israel 
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A HOLIDAY GIFT 
FOR YOU 











(Pasteon penny cardor mail in envelope) 
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For Real Holiday Enjoyment 


use 





ROKEACH KOSHER NYAFAT 


ROKEACH KOSHER 
PEANUT OIL 


ROKEACH KOSHER 
SALAD OIL 


ROKEACH PURE HONEY 


ROKEACH KOSHER 
SCOURING POWDER 


ROKOH 
For Porcelain, Enamel and Tile 





PURE AND KOSHER PRODUCTS 


Food Products 
To Enrich Your Holiday Table 


Barley & Mushroom 





Household Products 


For a Clean and Kosher Home 
ROKEACH SILVER POLISH 


ROKEACH KOSHER SOAP 


At All Groceries 
I. ROKEACH & SONS, INC., BROOKLYN, N. Y. 


ROKEACH KOSHER 

CONDENSED SOUPS 

Vegetable - Green Pea 

* Tomato 

ROKEACH PURE FRUIT 

PRESERVES 

Strawberry - Cherry 

Raspberry - Marmalade 


(Paste) 


In Cartons 














ELLENVILLE 700) n/a Shawangunk 


NAPANOCH,NY 


Carefree e Friendly ¢ Informal 


© Entertainment of 
Significance 


© All Sports 


Attractive Week-End Rates 
Free Golf 


B.. ¥: Phone ®LOngacre 3-544] 
Union House 














BLUE MOUNTAIN LODGE 
For Rosh-Hashonah Week-End 


Featuring 4: full days of delightful athletic 
and social activities amidst pleasant Indian 


summer surroundings, at reasonable rates. 
Make Reservations Early 


PEEKSKILL 1403 NEW YORK 




















THE FIELDSTONE 
on Round Lake 
MONROE, NEW YORK 


A place of unexcelled beauty for 
rest and recreation in the heart of 
the Ramapo Mountains 
ONE HOUR FROM NEW YORE 
Swimming ¢ Boating ¢ Tennis 
Handball ¢ Riding ¢ Golf.¢ and 

other sports 
By reservation only 
Phone: Monroe 2501 





DAIRY FOOD SERVED AT ITS BEST 


Nialaleragon 


DAIRY RESTAURANT 
2270 BROADWAY, N. Y. C. 
BET. 81-82 STS. ENoicort 2-2030 

















SACHS - DAVIDSON 


Incorporated 
Union Printers 


187 EAST BROADWAY 
Phone ORchard 4-4230 














JewisH FRONTIER 











A NEW PLAY OF 
AMERICAN-JEWISH LIFE 


RENEGADE 


b 
J. H. POLLACK 
Rabbi Solomon Goldman 


"Characterization very well-drawn.”’ 


John Howard Lawson 
"A very exciting and solid piece of 
work with lots of strength, vitality 
and effectiveness.” 


Albert Maltz 


"A timely, forcefully-written play. 
The New Theatre League has uncov- 
ered another playwright of talent.’’ 


For copies and details, write 
New Theatre League 
132 WEST 43rd STREET NEW YORK 














Brighten 
your 


day 


Be sure it’s Schmidt’s 


Loo fat Jue. Seg 


Schmiats 


NO BETTER 


BEER « ALE 


SINCE 1860 


IN BOTTLES 
SILVER NOGGINS 
T. M. Reg. —a 

ON DRAUGHT 


C. SCHMIDT & SONS, INC., PHILA., PA. 


THE 


PHILADELPHIA 
ELECTRIC 
COMPANY 


Joins with the friends 
of the Jewish people 
in wishing the mem- 
bers of the Jewish 
community a happy 
and prosperous 
New Year. 


Philadelphia Electric Co. 


Live Electrically and Save 











Vdd 


Witla 


for 
Success and 
Happiness 
During 
the Coming Year 


Cincoln 
Savings Bank 


MAIN OFFICE: 531 BROADWAY 
Bay Ridge: Fifth Ave., cor. 75th St. 
Flatbush: Church & Nostrand Aves. 
Williamsburg: Graham Ave. at B'way 
BROOKLYN, N. Y. 


P SAVINGS BANK 
|) UFE INSURANCE 


Vlidddbdddddiddiill 


IAI AI AI? 


We Wish all our Jewish 
Friends and Customers 
A Happy New Year . 


HENRY PAPE 


ing OR Pf OR A TED 


41-39—38th STREET 
Long Island City, N. Y. 
STillwell 4-6343-4-5 


217-225 S. 4th Ave., Mt. Vernon. N. Y. 
Fairbanks 4-6644-5 


199 Main Street, Farmingdale, L. I 
Farmingdale 368 


Metropolitan Distributors of 


Hellman’s “Real” Mayonnaise 
Nucoa 
Fanning’s Bread & Butter Pickles 
Best Foods Horse Raddish 
Mustard 
Borden’s Fine Cheeses 
Marty’s Domestic Swiss Cheese 
Blue Ribbon Potato Chips 
Blue Ribbon Boullion Cubes 
Chef Boy Ardi Spaghetti Dinner 
Julep Aid 
Sante Cream & Cottage Cheese 
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Begin a Good Year With a Good 
PALESTINE PRODUCT 


The only modern Jewish razor blade 
factory in Palestine presents for your 
shaving pleasure. 

A package of 5 Blades 25c 
6 packages with a money | 
back quarantee, for............. 


32 Union Square, N. Y. 
Mail Order Department 


Enclose $ for. 
packages of Okava Blades. 





Name 
Address 
City and State 























